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TO rA 


INHABITANTS 


Of che Pariſh of F. P. 


IN THE 


Province of MARYLAND. 


My kind Neighbours, and Pariſhioners, 


HE two following Diſcourſes, which 
had your general Approbation at the 
| Time of Delivery, are now publiſhed, 
Juſt as you heard them, for the following Rea- 
. ſons. | | | | 
I. That as many as had deſired to borrow 
my Notes, either to refreſh their Memories, or 
to take a Copy of them, might be furniſhed with 
them in an eafier Manner. | oe 
"M2 II. That 


* 


(MK) 
II. That ſuch pious and well-diſpoſed Per- 


ſons, as are inclined to join with me in the ne- 


ceſſary York of bringing up their SLA Es in 
2 


Knowledge of Go p ( giving them pri- 


vate Inſtruction, as well as ſending them to be 


taught at Church) may receive ſome Aſſiſtance 
from the Heads, the Method, or the Hints 
herein laid down; the Whole being intended to 
zake in a general View of a Chriſtian SLAvEe's 
—_—.-. . | 


IH. That ſuch among you as have conceived 


groundleſs Fealouſies about the Inſtruction of 


Slaves, may ſee plainly what Sort of Doctrines 
do intend to teach them; the following Diſ- 
my being, as it were, the original Draught, 
or Foundation of all my future ones, which 
(excepting a few upon the firſs Principles of 
Chriſtianity ) will, for the moſt Part, be only 
larger Explanations of thoſe practical Duties, 
which are little more than hinted here, and 
need often repeating, and much inſiſting upon, 
to ſuch poor ignorant Creatures as they are 
well known to be at preſent. 1 mention this 
Reaſon more particularly, becauſe at the Con- 
cluſion of each Sermon, when you were retired 
into the Church-yard, your general Remark 
g, It theſe poor Creatures would but 


„ mind, and do as the Miniſter has told: 


« them to Day, they would make excellent 
K SLAVES.”....- 1 . 
IV. That ſuch as have made Objections to, 
and miſrepreſented ſome Paſſages in the follow- 
ing Diſcourſes, upon Notions taken up at ſe 
| _— 1 cone 


0 


they ere preac head fe their own Miſtakes, 


and be\ convinced, that : is nothing ſo dan» 
gerous or impolitic an atte:/p;ing to make good 
Chriſtians of their Slaves, or in laying the Re- 


wards, as well as the Duties of Religion, be- 


fore them, as they ſeem fond of repreſenting it 
at preſent. 


V. Becauſe, it is poſſible, theſe plain Diſ- 
courſes may fall into other Hands, capable of 


improving well-meant, though poorly executed, 


Schemes of this Sort, to the nobleſt of Pur- 
POſes ;nnmnnndt may raiſe a Spirit of Emulation 


among my Brethren the Clergy, to attempt 
ſomething, in their reſpective Pariſhes, to- 


evards the bringing home ſo great a Number of. 


wandering Souls to Chriſt; and prevail uon 


ſome of the Laity, in our neighbouring Pariſh- 
es, to join with their Paſtors for promoting fo 
ſalutary an End; eſpecially whey they ſee that 


the direct Tendency of the Goſpel-Doctrine is, 


to make their NE GROEs the better SERVAN TS, 
in Proportion as they become better CHRIS“ 
TIA NS. | 

In ſetting this Scheme, for the better In- 
ſtruction of the NEGROES, on Foot in my Pa- 
riſh, I conſulted nothing but Conſcience, had 
no other View than the Diſcharge of that Duty 
T ſo ſolemnly took upon me at my being admitted 
into Holy Orders. 


his Holy Spirit, to perform it as I ought to do, 
for yours and my own joint Benefit : — May this 
. A 3 1 
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May GoD, of his in- 
finite Mercy, enable me, by the Aſſiſtance of 


- 


E. vi ö 

Grain of Muftard-ſeed take deep Root, and 
 fpread its Branches far and wide :— May all 
pious Undertiakings, tor propagating the Goſ- 
pel of Chriſt, and promoting Chriſtian 
Knowledge at Home and Abroad, proſper 
under the Hand: A tbe Labcurers: Aud may 
you, and 1, my dear Pariſhioners, in our, ſe- 
veral Stations, ſo demean ourſelves in the 
midſt of a corrupt World, fo ſtrive to exalt 
ie Kingdom of GOD upon Earth, and to pro- 
mote bis Service with our utmoſt Power and In- 
Auence, that after a truly Chriſtian Life ſpent 
here, we may meet all together in his Paradiſe, 
there to wait for that joyful Reſurrection, 
which ſhall complete the Happineſs of all bis 
Saints, and admit them to the full Enjoyment 
of that glorious, unſpeakable Bliſs, which he 
bath prepared for them from the Foundation 
ef the World, through Jesus CHRIST our 
LOoR D. Amen. | 

This, my dear, well-beloved Pariſhioners, 
ig ihe daily Pray er * 


8 


I our faithful Paſtor, 


2 161 
And moſt affectionate Friend 


and Servant. 


SERMON L. 


Ep HES. VI. 8. 


Knowing, that whatſoever good Thing any 
Man doth, the ſame 22 he recerve of 
the LOR D, whether he be Bond or Free. 


HEN I confider the Station in 
which the divine Providence hath 

been pleaſed to place me, and to 
kelp weighty an Office and Charge I am call- 
ed, as Miniſter of this Pariſh ;—that I am ap- 
pointed a Meſſenger, Watchman, and Steward 
of the great Loxp of Heaven and Earth, to 


teach, and to premonith, to feed and pro- 
vide for the Loxvp's Family; —to ſeek for 
CuRIS T's Sheep that are diſperſed Abroad, 


and for his Children that are in the mill} of 
this wicked World, that they may be ſaved 
through CHRIS for ever: When I call to 
mind how great a Treaſure is committed to 

my Charge, even thoſe Sheep which CRRIST 
bought with his Death, and for whom he ſhed 
his moſt precious Blood; ;—and that I am to 
watch * for their Sonls as one that muſt give 
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Account, I am ſtruck with an awful Wend, 5 


and my Heart trembles within me, leſt any 


one of theſe precious Souls, for which our 
Saviour died, ſhould be loſt through my 
Careleſneſs; — knowing, that if the 8 of 
CHRIST, or any the leaft or pooreſt Member 
thereof, ſhould take any Hurt or Hindrance 
by reaſon of my Negligence, how great a 
Crime I ſhould have to anſwer for at the 
Judgment-Seat of Almighty Go p, —and 
how horrible a Puniſhment would fall upon 


my guilty Head, when not only my own Sins, 


which are many, but alſo the Blood of thoſe 
unhappy Souls, which periſhed through my 
Fault, ſhould be required at my Hands. 

Theſe Conſiderations, my dear Chriſtian 
Brethren, have long employed my ſerious 


Thoughts, and put me upon various Methods 


of performing this great and important Duty, 
which I owe to the pooreſt Slave, as well as 


the richeſt and moſt powerful among my Pa- 
Tiſhioners. - And indeed, in this Province, 


the Clergy are under a particular temporal 
Tie, as we are ſupported by a Poll Tax, in 


which every Slave, above Sixteen Years of 
Age, is rated as high, and pays as much as 


the Maſter he or ſhe belongs to, and, conſe- 
quently, have an equal Right to Inſtruction 
with their Owners. But though the common 


Duties of Chriſtianity, as Godlineſs, Right- | 


eouſneſs, and Tempefance, do belong to 

them, as much as to thoſe of a higher Rank ; 

A thou gh theſe, with their ſeveral Branch- 
es, 


(9) 


es, are explained every Loxp's Day at Church, 


whither they may, with their Maſters Leave, 


reſort for Inſtruction ; yet there are other Du- 


ties, peculiar to their State of Life, which 
need a particular Explanation. — Beſides; 
their Ignorance of the firſt Principles of Re- 
ligion is generally ſuch, that Diſcourſes, ſuit- 

ed to thoſe who are but indifferently acquaint- 
ed with the Grounds of Chriſtianity, and 
know but a little of the holy Scriptures, are 
no way ſuited to their Capacities and Under- 


ſtandings: - And moſt of them, from their 


Want of Skill in our Tongue, are not able 
to reap ſuch Inſtruction from what they hear, 


as they would from Diſcourſes framed on Pur- 


poſe; wherein the Language is lowered as 
near as poſſible to their own Level, and the 
Chxiſtian Doctrine ſtoops, as it were, to meet 
them. This I have attempted in Exhor- 
tations, as Opportunity offered; at their Fu- 
nerals (ſeveral of which I have attended).— 
and to ſuch ſmall Congregations as their 


Marriages have brought together, as well as 


at my own Houſe, on Sunday, and other 
Evenings, when thoſe in the Neighbourhood 
come in. But theſe occaſional Inſtructions 
can reach but to a very few; and much the 
greateſt Number, either from their Diſtance, 
which keeps them molt Sundays from Church, 
or their underſtanding but little of what is 
{aid or done when they come there, are de- 
prived of a great Part of the Benefit they 
might otherwiſe receive. Theſe Hindrances 

A 5 might, 


02 10 3 5 
might, indeed, be in a great Meaſure remov- 


ed, if their Maſters _ Miſtreſſes would bur 
take a little Pains with them at Home, by 
Reading, or cauſing ſome eaſy Portions of 
the holy Scriptures, . particularly the Goſpels, 
to be read to them in an Evening, together 
with ſuch plain ſhort Tracts, u — the Prin- 
ciples of Chriſtianity, as are eaſily procured, 
and of which, Numbers have — diſtributed 
in the Pariſh fince my coming into it. Some 
few Heads of Families do, from a Principle 
of Conſcience, take pious Care in theſe Mat- 
ters; and, it is to be hoped, that by the Bleſ- 
ſing of God, their Number will increaſe :— 
But till that is the Caſe, other Methods muſt 
be taken, and particular Days be now and 
then appointed for the Inſtruction of theſe poor 
People, as this hath been: In which, may 
Almighty Go p, of his great Mercy, aſſiſt 
me, his poor unworthy Servant, in the faith- 
ful Performance of my Part; and open their 
Hearts and Minds, that they may gladly re- 
ceive, and truly underſtand the Things which 
belong to their Peace, through our Lox D and 
Saviour JESUS CHRIST. Amen. 

And now, my dear BIA k Brethren and 
Siſters, I beg that you will liſten ſeriouſly to 
what I ſhall ſay. You all know what Love 
and Aﬀection I have for you, and I dobelieve 
4 that. moſt of you. have the like Love for me, 
ads you have always found me ready to ſerve 
1 you, when you wanted my Help. I doubt 
i not therefore, that you will readily- hearken | 


1 


bo | 


— „ 


wy 


ed 0 W wo nt oF OY 4 O09 
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„ 
to the good! Advice I ſhall now give: you, (as 
you know me to be your Friend and Well- 
wiſher) and 5 you will remember it here- 


after, and thin 
of it to your Fellow Servants that are not here,, 


that they may receive Advantage by it, as 
well as. you, that hear it from my own 


Mouth. 
Thave choſen a Text of Scripture, which L 
could wiſh you all had by Heart, and would 


all remember; — becauſe it ſhews you what a 


Great Friend you may have in Heaven, if 


you will but take any Pains to gain his Fa- 


vour. For St Paul, who wrote by the Di- 
rection of the Holy Spirit of God, affures 
you, that whatſoever good Thing a Man or 
Woman doth, they fhall receive the ſame, 


that'is, ſhall be en for it by the Loxo,. 


whether they be Bond or Free. —And this can- 
not but give you great Comfort, to know, 
and bs affured, that whatever good Fhing 
you do, though you be Slaves, bound to 


ſerve Maſters and Miſtreſſes here upon 


Earth, for the Sake of a bare Maintenance; 
yet, while you are doing what is right and 
good, you are, at the ſame Time, working 
for a juſt Maſter in Heaven, who will pay 
you good Wages for it, and will make no 


Difference between you, and the richeſt Free- 


man, upon the Face of the Earth. For Gop 
is no Reſpecter of Perſons.—He values no 
Man for bis Riches and Power, neither does 
he defpiſe or overlook any one for his Rags 
and Coverty..-He loves none but thoſe that 

are 


upon it at Home, and talk 


685 


are Good, and hates none but thoſe that are 


Bad. And our Lox D and Saviour Jzsvs 
CnRIST hath given us an Account, from his 
own Mouth, of a certain great Man, who 
had Riches and Pleaſures at Will, while he 


lived in this World, that was thrown into 


Hell at his Death, becauſe he was not Good: 
— While a poor deſpiſed Beggar, all over- 
run with Sores and Filth, who died for Want 
at this great Man's Gate, was carried by An- 
gels into Heaven, becauſe he had been a good 


Man, and had ſerved Go p, his heavenly 


Maſter, ſo far as he had Knowledge and 
Opportunity. 

That you may eaſter underſtand, and bet- 
ter carry away in your Memory what you 


ſhall hear, I ſhall endeavour, by Gop's 


Help, to lay before you, in the plaineſt 
Words, 


I. Why you ought to ſerve Gon. 


II. What Service, or what good Things 
5D expects from you. 


III. What Kind of Reward you may 
8 to receive from him. 


I. And the firſt Reaſon why you ought to 


ſerve GoD, 18,—BECAUSE THAT GOD MADE 


 YoU;z—and he made you, and all Men, to 


ferve him. Tou know that, when you were 
born, you did not come into the World by 
any Power or Help of your own : —Nay, you 
were ſo far from knowing any Thing about 


it, 


T GS. RT... 


0 13. A. 
it, or how you. came here; whether you | 
were found in the Woods, or grew out of 


the Ground, —that it was ſome Years before 


you could help yourſelves, or had ſo much 
Senſe as to know your right Hand from your. 
left, ———It was Almighty God, therefore, 

who made you, and all the World, that ſent 
you here, as he had ſent your F athers and 
Mothers, your Maſters and Miſtreſſes before 

you, to take Care of you, and provide for 
you, while you could take no Care of, or 
help, or provide for yourſelves. —And can 
you think that Almighty Gor, who is ſo. 
wiſe and good himſelf, would ſend you into 
the World for any bad Purpoſes? Can you 
be ſo filly as to fancy, that He, who made 

every Thing ſo good and uſeful in its Kind, 
ſent you here to be Idle, to be Wicked, or 

to make a bad Uſe of any good Thing he 
hath made? — No, my Brethren, the moſt 
ignorant among you has more Senſe than to 
think any ſuch Thing: — And there is none 
of you but knaws, that you ought to be good; 

— and whoſoever is good, let him be ever 
ſo Poor and Mean, is ſerving GoD. 
For this whole World is but. one large Fa- 


mily, of which Almighty Gop is the Head nal 


and Maſter:—He takes Care of all, by cauſ- * 
ing the Sun to ſhine, the Rains to fall, the 
Waters to ſpring, the Winds to blow, the 
Graſs, the 7. rees, and the Herbs to ſpring, 
and the Corn, the Plants, and the Fruits to 
come in their due Seaſon; thus providing * 
| an 


R_ \ 


(ny 


and Shelter for all living Creatures. And to 
Mankind in particular, he hath given Rea- 
ſon and Knowledge, to teach them how to 
make uſe of, and turn all theſe Things to 
their own Comfort and Su pport, giving more 
or leſs of them to every one, according as 


he thinks fit, and as he knows to be. beſt 


for them. And this general Proviſion which 
Gop makes of all Things, and this particu- 
lar Diſpoſal of them, in giving more to ſome, 
and es to others, — together with his own: 


ſecret Ways of bringing it about; is what 


we call, his Divine PROVIDENCE. 

Now, for carrying on theſe great and won- 
derful Ends, Gop hath appointed ſeveral Of- 
fires and Degrees in his Family, as they are 
diſperſed — ſcattered all over the Face of 
the Earth. — Some he hath made Kings and 


Kulers, for giving Laws, and keeping the 


reſt in Order: Some he hath made Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes, for taking Care of their Chil- 

dren, and o hers that belong to them : — 
Some he * made Merchants and Seafaring 
Men, for ſupplying diſtant Countries with 
what they want from other Places. Some he 
hath made Tradeſmen and Huſbandmen, Plant- 
ers and Labouring-Men, to work for their own 
Living, and help to ſupply others with the 
Produce of their Trades and Crops: — Some 
he hath made Servants and Slaves, to aſſiſt 
and work for the Maſters and Miſtreſſes that 
provide for them; — and others he hath made 
Miniſters and 7 eachers, to inſtruct the reſt, 

to 


625 ) - 
to ſhew them whe they ought to do, and 
put them in mind of their ſeveral Duties. 
And as Almighty G op hath ſent each of us 
into the World for ſome or other of theſe 
Purpoſes; — ſo, from the King, who is his 
head Servant in a Country, to the pooreſt 
Slave, we are all obliged to do the Buſineſs 
he hath ſet us about, in that State of Life to 
Which he hath been pleaſed to call us. 
And while you, whom he hath made Slaves, 
are honeſtly and quietly doing your Bufinets, 
and living as poor Chriſtians ought to do, 
you are ſerving Gop, in your low Station, 
as much as the greateſt Prince alive, and will 
be as much taken Notice of, and have as 
much Favour ſhewn you-at the-laſt Day. 

2. A ſecond Reaſon: why you ought ro 
ſerve Gop, is - BRERCAUSE YOU HAVE SOULS 
TO BE SAVED. lf you have nothing in this 
World but hard Labour, with your coarſe 
Food and Clothing, you have a Place pro- 
vided for you in Heaven, when you die, and 
go into the next World, if you will but be 
at the Pains of ſeeking for it while you — 
here. And there is no other W 
ting to Heaven, but by ſerving Gop 
Earth. Beſides, when People die, w 
| know but of two Places they have to go to, 

and that is, Heaven or Hell: ſo that who- 
ever miſſes the one, mult go to the other... 
Now Heaven is a Place of great Happineſs, 
which Gop hath prepared for all that are 
good, where they ſhall enjoy Reſt from their 
Labours, 


F 7 3 ; 
Labours, and a Bleſſedneſs which will never 
have an End:—And Hell is a Place of great 
Torment and Miſery, where all wicked Peo- 
ple will be ſhut up with the Devil, and other 
evil Spirits, and be puniſhed for ever, becauſe 
they will not ſerve God in this World. — It 
was to fave you, and all Men, from that 
dreadful Puniſhment, that our bleſſed Lorp 
Jesus CHRIST came down from Heaven, 
was made a Man like us, and ſuffered a moſt 


ſhameful and bitter Death, his Hands and Feet 


being riveted with great Nails to a croſs Piece 


of F: imber, and his Side pierced through with 


a Spear, as he hung upon it in all that Pain 


and Agony. — And if he ſo loved our Souls, 


that he gave himſelf up to ſo cruel a Death 
to redeem them from Hell, ought not we to 
have as much Regard for ourſelves as he had, 


and take ſome Pains to ſave our own Souls? 
Believe me, my black Brethren and Siſters, 


there was not a ſingle Drop of his precious 
Blood ſpilled, in which the pooreſt and mean- 
eſt of you hath not as great a Share, as the 
richeſt and moſt powerful Perſon upon the 
Face of the Earth. And think, O think, 
what a ſad Thing it muſt be, to loſe any Soul 
which coſt Almighty GOD ſo dear as the 
Life of his own well beloved Son! —— But 
you muſt always remember, that though our 


Saviour died for the Sins of all Men, yet none 


ſhall have the Benefit of what he did for us, 

but ſuch as will ſerve OD: For he made 

that the Condition of our Salvation, through | 
him, 


( 7) 
him, that we ſhould love and fear GOD, and 
keep his Commandments. — If, therefore, we 

Rs would have our Souls ſaved by Chriſt, if we 
| would eſcape Hell, and obtain Heaven, we 
| muſt ſet about doing what he requires of us, 
and that 1s, to ſerve GO D.—Your own poor 
Circumſtances in this Lite ought to put you * 
particularly upon this, and taking Care of 13 
your Souls: For you cannot have the Plea- 

. ſures and Enjoyments of this Life, like rich 
| free People, who have Eſtates, and Money 
to lay out as they think fit. — If others will 
run the Hazard of their Souls, they have a 
Chance of getting Wealth and Power, —of 
heaping up Riches, and enjoying all the Eaſe, 
| Luxury, and Pleaſure, their Hearts ſhould 
| long after: But you can have none of theſe 
Things.—So that if you ſell your Souls for 
the Sake of what poor Matters you can get in 
this World, you have made a very fooliſh 
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| Bargain deed — \]mighty Gop hath been jt | 
f pleaſed to make you Slaves here, and to give = 
> you nothing but Labour and Poverty in this I 


World, which you are obliged to ſubmit to, 1 
as it is his Will it ſhould beſo. — And think ũ K] 
within yourſelves what a terrible Thing ic 
would be, after all your Labours and Suffer- **W 

ings in this Life, to be turned into Hell in | 
the next Life; —and after wearing out your 
Bodies in Service here, to go into a far worſe 
Slavery when this is over, and your poor 
Souls be delivered over into the Poſſeſſion of 
the Devil, to become his Slaves for ever in 


Hell, 
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Hell, without any Hope of ever getting free 
from it. — It, therefore, you would be 
Gop's Free-men in Heaven, you muſt ſtrive 
to be good, and ſerve him here on Earth. 
Your Bodies, you know, are not your 
own, they are at the Diſpoſal of thoſe you be- 
long to: — But your precious Souls are till 
your own, which nothing can take from you 
if it be not your own Fault. Conſider well 
then, that if you loſe your Souls by leading 
idle, wicked Lives here, you have got no- 


thing by it in this World, and you have loſt 


your All in the next.—For your Idleneſs and 
Wickedneſs is generally found out, and your 


Bodies ſuffer for it here, and, what is far 
worſe, if you do not repent and amend, your 


unhappy Souls will ſuffer for it hereafter, _ 

And our bleſſed Saviour, who well knew the 
Value of a Soul, and paid fo dear for putting 
them in the Way leading to Heaven, hath 
aſſured us in his holy Word, that if a Man 
was to gain the whole World by it, it could not 
make him amends for the Loſs of his Soul. — 
You ſee, then, how neceſſary it is for you to 
be good, and ſerve 60 D, ſince that is the 
only Way by which your Souls can be ſaved, 
the only. Means by which you can fecure the 
Favour and Friendſhip of Almighty Go p, 
who, upon that Condition, will make you 

great Amends in the next World, for what- 
ever you want, and whatever you ſuffer in 


3. Another 


this for his Sake. 
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I. Another Reaſon why you ought to ſerve 


Gb, is, — That far the greateſt Part of you 
HAVE BEEN BAPTIZED,. and do profeſs your- 
ſelves to be Chriſtians. Many of you were 


baptized before my coming into the Pariſh, 
and ſince that Time, I have myſelf baptized, 
of Young and Old, near Two HunDRED. 
Now, as many as call themſelves 
Chriſtians, do profeſs to ſerve the LORD 
CHRIST: And as many as have been bap- 
tized, have made a ſolemn Promiſe and Vow, 
— That they will obedtently keep G O D's Com- 
mandments, and walk in the ſame all the Days 
Such of you, . therefore, 
as have been'baptized, ought to conſider that 
you are bound by. a Promiſe and Vow, made 
before G 0D and the Congregation, to ſerve 
him; — and that if you neglect it, you ſhall 
ſeverely anſwer for it at the Judgment Seat of 
Gop; when your own Promiſe ſhall be 
brought to witneſs againſt youz and your 


Puniſhment in Hell: will be the greater, be- 


cauſe you mocked Gop, in making him a 
Promiſe, which you took no Care to perform, 
and becauſe you knew your Duty and would 
not do it. 

” ' Having thus laid before you ſome Reaſons 
why you ought to ſerve GO D, — ſhall, in 
the next Place, endeavour to ſhew you, 


II. What Service, or what- * Things, 
GOD expects from you. . 
An 


| ( 20 | 

And here, you muſt not think that you can 
be of any Advantage or Benefit to Almighty 
Gop by ſerving him. He, that hath Mil- 
lions of glorious and powerful Angels wait- 
ing continually round his Throne in Heaven, 
and ready every Moment to perform his 
Commands, cannot want, or ſtand in need of 
any Help or Service, from the Hands of ſuch 
poor mean Creatures as we are. — But when 
GO p made us, he intended that we ſhould 
all be happy with him in Heaven, when we 
leave this World, if we would live in ſuch a 
Manner here, as to be fit Company for his 
bleſſed Saints and Angels hereafter. For 
he delights in the Happineſs of all his Crea- 
tures, and his Holy Spirit is grieved when 
they, by their Wickedneſs, make themſelves 
miſerable. —— To this great End, he hath 
given us Rules to walk by; — which, if we 
tollow, will prepare us for that happy State 
he hath provided for us in the next Life.— 
And whoſoever obſerves theſe Rules, and or- 
dereth his Behaviour according to their Di- 
rections, is ſaid to ſerve GOD; though, in 
reality, he is then ſerving þimſelf in the high- 
eſt Degree. | 
: Now theſe Rules of Behaviour relate to 
three Things; namely, how we ought to be- 
have—towards GO D,—towards Mankind. 
and 7owards Ourſelves, — and theſe I ſhall 
endeavour to explain to you under the follow- 
ing Heads: | 


1. Your 


— 
: — 
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1. Your Duty or 8 towards Gon 5. 
2. Your Duty or Behaviour towards your 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes. 
3. Your Duty or Behaviour towards your 
Fellow Servants, and others. 
4. Your Duty towards Yourſelves. 


1. And inthe F irſt Place, Your Duty towards 
Gop'is to look upon him as your. Great and 
chief Maſter, to whom you are accountable 
for all your Behaviour, either in Private or 


Publick; —both towards Himſelf, and to all 


Mankind. You are to remember, that you 
can do nothing ſo ſecretly but he will know 


it, and that no Place is ſo dark and private, 


but his all-piercing Eye can ſee what you are 
doing in it: — For the Darkneſs and the Light 
are both alike to him. You are farther to 
conſider, that his Eyes are continually upon 


you, and that it is impoſſible for you to con- 


ceal yourſelf a ſingle Moment out of his Sight: 
— That he is pleaſed when he ſees you doing 
what is right, and angry with you when he 
{ces you doing any Thing that is bad. 
And this will ſurely be a mighty Check upon 
you, when you are inclined to do any bad 
Thing, to think that Almighty Go Dd is that 


very Moment looking upon you, and taking. 


an Account of your Behaviour. —So that if it 
{hould be done ſo ſecretly and artſully as never 
to be known in this World, yet your hea- 
venly Maſter ices it, and knows it, and will 
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are ſure that He will: 
meet with no Recompence for it here, you 


evith all your Mind, with all your Soul, and 


a) 
not fail to puniſn you for it in the next World, 
for doing what he hath forbidden you to do. 
his Conſideration will alſo be of g great 
Comfort and Encouragement to you, in do- 


ing what is Right and Good; —for if no 


Body elſe was to take Notice of it, you 
And if you 


know that Almighty Go p, who is the beſt 
of Maſters, will reward you for it hereafter. 
For you are aſſured in the Text, That 


whatſoever good Thing any Man doth, the 
| ſame ſhall he receive of the * whether be 


be Bond or Free, 
2. Another Duty you owe to G05 Al- 
mighty, is, Zo love him with all your Heart, 


ith all your Strength. In ſhort, you muſt 
love Gop above all Things. 


And indeed, if you do but ſeriouſſy chink 


what Gop hath done, is every Day doing, 
and will do for you hereafter, if it be not 
. your own Fault, - you cannot chuſe but love 


him beyond the whole World. -Hath 
not G o D made you ?—Hath he not given 


you all the Comforts you have enjoyed in 
_ Life? —Hath he not given you, along with 


the reſt of Mankind, Seuſe and Reaſon beyond 
all other Sorts of earthly Creatures ?—Hath 
he not preſerved and ſupported you to this 
very Hour?—And do not your very Lives 
this Moment depend upon his Goodneſs and 
Mercy ?—— Theſe are great Obligations to 


Love and Thankfulneſs; but what he hath 


done 
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done for your Souls is of far greater Value. 


Hath he not given you Souls to be ſaved? — 


Hath he not brought you out of a Land of 
Darkneſs. and Ignorance, where your Fore- 


fathers knew nothing, of Him, to a Country 
where you may come to the Knowledge of 


the only true GoD, and learn a ſure Way to 


Heaven?——Hath he not ſhewn ſuch wonder- 
ful Love and Kindneſs for-your Souls, as to 
ſend his only Son, our Saviour JESus CHRIST, 
to ſuffer Death for your Sakes, and to kave 
Rules and Directions behind him, which, if 
you follow, will bring you toeverlaſting Hap- 

ineſs? And hath he not ſo ordered it in 

is Providence, that you ſhould be taught 


thoſe Rules this Holy Day of his own appoint- 


ing, and at other Times? And will He not 
beſtow Heaven itſelf upon you, if you will 
make good Uſe of the Opportunities he hath 
given you of learning his Laws, and living 
accordingly ? —You ſee that Almighty Gop 
hath thought nothing too good for you, and 
ſurely, you cannot think any Love too great 
tor Him. Take good Heed therefore, that 
you do not let 1dleneſs and Vanity, Luſt and 
Sin, run away with thoſe Hearts and Affec- 
tions which you ought to beſtow intirely upon 


ſo kind and good a GOD. For while you de- 


ſire to do any Thing which is not lawful and 
good, you love that Thing, whatever it is, 
better than you love Gop; and therefore, he 
will not love you :—and the Loſs of Gop's 
Love is the dreadfuleſt Loſs that can happen 
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3. Another Duty you owe to Gov, is 


FEAR. Nov there are two Sorts of Fear, 
the one proceeding from Love, —and the 
other from Terror. — If we ſincerely love an 

one, we are afraid of doing any Thing that 
will make him uneaſy And if we love Gor 
ſincerely, we ſhall be afraid of doing any ill 
Thing, becauſe we know that his Holy Spirit 
is grieved at our Wickedneſs. But if our 
Lode to Go p be not ſtrong enough to make 
us afraid of grieving his Holy Spirit, the 


Dread of his terrible Judgments will ſurely 
keep us in Awe.—— When any of you have 


done ſomething thatdeſerves Correction, and 
you find that your Maſters have come to the 
Knowledge of it, does not the Fear of a 


Whipping make you tremble? — Do not 


your Hearts fail you, and the Terror of the 
Laſh make you wiſh you never had done it? 
— And while that Fear, and the Thoughts of 
Correction hang over you, does it not keep 
you from doing what may bring upon you 
ſuch ſevere Puniſhments ?Alas, my Bre- 
thren, all this is a meer Trifle! If Men for 
your Faults ſhould be provoked to laſh you 
immoderately, —if your Correction ſhould be 
ſo ſevere as that you died under it, there 
would be an End of that Suffering, and you 
could feel no more, if they were to cut your 
Body into Pieces, or throw it into the Fire, 
hut if you lead wicked Lives, and provoke 
God to Anger, he can not only, if he thinks 
Oper, ſtrike you dead upon the po": 05 
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cauſe you, to die of ſome lingering, painful 
: Diſtemper, but can alſo plunge your Souls 
into Hell- fire, there to remain in Pain and 
Torment for ever: Let this Thought be 


ſtrongly fixed in your Hearts; —and when 
ſinful Deſires ariſe in your Minds, and evil 
Inclinations begin to get the better, then re- 


member that the great Go p is looking at | 


you, and ſay within yourſelves, as Foſeph 


ſaid, when lie was tempted to Sin by his 


wicked Miſtreſs, —How can I do this great 
Wickedneſs and Sin againſt God ?—Now Jo- 


; ſeph, like you, was a Slave in a ſtrange Land, 


and was ſold by his wicked Brethren, as ma- 
ny of you, or your F orefathers, have been 
ſold to Maſters of Ships, by your. Parents or 
Relations: His Temptation was very great: 


He was a Young Man and a Slave: But his 


Fear of Gop was ſuch, that he rather choſe 


to ſuffer the Conſequences of his Miſtreſs's 
Rage, and to go to Priſon, where he remained 


ſeveral Years, than to diſpleaſe Go p by com- 
mitting Sin. Our bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking 
of this holy Fear and Dread of offending Al- 
mighty Go p, ſaith — Fear not them which 
kill the Body, but are not able to kill the Soul : 


but rather fear bim, which is able Fo defiroy 
Both Body and Soul in Hell. 


4. Another Duty you owe to Almighty 
GO p, is Woks HIP; — and this is of two 
Sorts, —PUBLICK and PRIVATE. ——PUB- 
Lick WoRsHrP is that Devotion we pay to 
Top at Church, on SunDars and other Holy- 


B Days, 


; 26) | 
Days; —and PRIVATE WoRsnrP, is that Du- 
ty of Prayer and Thankſgiving which we offer 
up to Go p at Home. It gives me 
great Satisfaction, and I bleſs Go p for it, 
that I ſee ſo many of you come here on Sun- 
days :—It looks well, and ſeems as if your In- 
clinations were good, and I hope many of 
you will receive great Benefit (by it. But 1 
cannot help ſaying, that many more might 
come if they would, who ſpend their Sundays 
in Jaling and Viſiting, Drinking, Hunting, and 
Fiſbing, and ſpending the beft of Days to the 
vorſt of Purpoſes. —It is certain you cannot 
all be ſpared, and that ſome are at a great 
Diſtance from. Church. But ſuch of you as 
can be ſpared, to viſit, trifle away your 
Time, and ride about, might ſpend this 
Time much better at Church, and do their 
Maſters Horſes leſs Harm. Others of you 
work on Sundays, which is a great Sin 
For thoſe that will labour on the Lok p's own 
Day, which he hath ordered to be ſet apart 
for his Worſhip, GoDp will moſt certainly 
puniſh them either in this World or the nexc. 
PRIVATE PRAYER is a Duty which Go p 
expects from you, as much as from People 
of a higher Rank. —It were indeed much to 
be wiſhed, that we had more praying Fami- 
lies among us, where Servants would have an 
Opportunity of praying regularly every Day: 
But there are few of you but can ſay the 
Lord's Prayer; and that, ſaid over devoutly 
Morning and Evening upon your * 
wou 


of Him, if it be for your Good. 
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would bring down a Bleſſing upon you and the 


Family you belong to. If you were to 


_ conſider what PRA YER is,—that it is ſpeak- 


ing to Almighty Gov, and aſking freely from 


him a Supply of every Thing that is needful 


for you, you ſurely would be very fond of 
Praying. And do not fay that you want 
Words; For if you want any Favour from 
your Maſters or Miſtreſſes, you can find Words 


pla in enough to aſk it from them. Now Al- 


mighty God invites you to come to him, and 
tells you, that you need but a/# of him, and 
you ſhall have, ſeek and you ſhall find, knock 
and it ſhall be opened — you. Tf, therefore, 
you will not aſk a Bleſſing from him in,Pray- 
er, you cannot expect to have it; if you 


will not ſeek for his Favour, you cannot ex- 


pect to find it; — and if you will not take the 


Trouble of knocking at the Gate of Heaven, 
you cannot hope to have it opened to let you 


in.—It is not long Prayers, nor a Set of fine 
Words, that Go p requires. — But if the 
Heart be deſirous of obtaining any Requeſt, 

the Tongue will find out Words to expreſs it in ; 
—and Go p, who looks upon the Heart more 
than the Tongue, will grant whatever you aſk 
It is no 
Matter how ſhort your Prayer is, if your 


Heart go along with it: — And any of you 


have Senſe enough to pray in this Manner, — 
Lord have Mercy upon me, I am a 
« great Sinner: I have done ſuch a Thing, 
6 . 1 * not to bave done, and I am ſor- 
B 2 * 
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4 jy for it.— Spare me, good Lord, pardon 
« me this once, for the Sake of my. Saviour Fe- 


& ſus Chriſt, and, by the Bleffng of GOD, 7 


« will do ſo no more. 


Lord, give me Grace, and make me a 


& good Man!“! 
— * Lord, bleſs my Maſter and Mi ſtreſs, 
ce and profper "the Houſe I live in! 
— ££ GOD bleſs me, and hyp me from Sin 
ce and Danger !*? 


Lord, make me truly thankful for thy 


6c great Goodneſs to me l“ 


— Lord, make me your Servant while T 
86 live, that when I die, I may remain in Jour +1 


« Hoyſe for ever!“ 

You can never want Time for Prayers of 
this Sort :—- You can think of your Souls, 
and pray thus, either in the Houſe or the 
Field, whether you are Up or in Bed, or Walk- 
ing, or Working; at the Plough, the Aue, the 
Hough, or the Spade. And G o p is always 
ready to hear you. But remember this, that 
whenever you pray to Go p for Grace, you 
muſt ſtrive 70 be what you pray for.— If you 
deſire of Gop to make you good, or ſober, 
or honeſt, or diligent, you muſt firſt of all 
ſtrive to be that good, that ſober, that honeſt, 
that diligent Servant you deſire to be, and then 
Gop will help you with his Grace in making 
you lo, 


5. Another Duty you owe to Gop is RE- 


VERENCE and HoN OUR. But many of you 
are ſo far from ſhewing any Honour or Reſpett 


to 
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to Gov Almighty, that you will cr and 
ſwear, and blaſpheme his Name upon every 
little Fit of Paſſion, at any filly Thing that 
croſſes your Humour, —and ſometimes our 
of meer Wantonneſs, when nothing difturbs 
you at all.— Take Care, my Brethren, it is 
very dangerous ſporting with the great and 
fearful Name of the Lord our GOD: And he 
hath threatned that he 0:// not hold that Perfon 
guiltleſs that taketh his Name in vain ;—that is, 
that whoſoever makes an irreverent Uſe of 
his holy Name by vain Oaths, and Cur/ing 
and Swearing, ſhall certainly be puniſhed 5X 
it, either in this World, or in the World to 
come. 

6. Another Duty you owe to Almighty 
GovD, is TRuTH.— For Gop is a Gop of 
Truth, and hates all Lies and Liars. — The 
Hol v ScrIPTURES are full of Texts to this 
Purpoſe, of which, I ſhall repeat a few, to 
new you what a ad Thing it is to tell Lies. 
— In one Place we are told by King Solomon, 
that Lying Lips are an Abomination to ; the Lord. 
— Our Saviour himſelf tells us in another 
Place, that the Devil is a Liar, and the Fa- 


ther of it.— And St Fobn tells us, that all Liars 


hall have their Part in the Lake that burneth 
20 Fire and Brimſtone; that is in Hell. — 
Now many of you think there is little Harm 
in a Liez—but you ſee what a ſad Miſtake it 
is. For you ſee, by what has been ſaid, 
that if you hive a Mind to make yourſelves 

-B- 3 hateful 
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_ hateful and abominable to Go p, —if you have 
a mind to become the Devil's own Children, 
— if you want to plunge yourſelves headlong 

into Hell, and wallow to all Eternity in Fire 
and Brimſtone, you need but get an Habit 
of Lying, and it will as ſurely deſtroy your 
Souls, as Murder, Fornication, Adultery, 

or any other Sin. 


II. Having thus ſhewn you the chief Du- 
ties you owe to your great Maſter in Heaven, 
I now come to lay before you the Duties you 
owe to your Maſters and Mz Nrelſes here upon 
Earth. 

And for this, you have one general Rule, ; 
that you ought always to carry in your Minds 
—and that is, — 10 do all Service for THEM, as 
if you did it for GOD himſelf... Poor Crea- 
tures! you little conſider, when you are idle 
and neglectful of your Maſter's Buſineſs, 
when you fleal, and waſte, and burt any of 
| their Subſtance, when you are ſaucy and im- 
10 pudent, — when you are telling them Lies, and 
f | deceiving them, or when you prove ſtub- 
1 Dorn or ſullen, and will not do the Work you 
| Fi are ſet about without Stripes and Vexation ;— 
1 you do not conſider, I ſay, that what Faults 
1 vou are guilty of towards your Maſters and 
„ Miſtreſſes, are Faults done againſt Go p him- 
|;  felf, who hath ſet your Maſters and Miſtreſſes 
1 over you, in his own Stead, and expects that 
| | you will do for them, juſt as you would 5 for 
kh 3 Him. 


(31) 
Him.—— And pray, do not think that 1 


want to deceive you, when I. tell you, that 


your Maſters and Mitreſſes are Gop's Over- 
SEERS, —and that if you are faulty towards 
them, Gop himſelf will puniſh you ſeverely 
for it im the next World, unleſs you repent 
of it, and ſtrive to make amends, by your 
Faithfulneſs and Diligence, for the Time to 


come; — for GoD himſelf hath declared the 
ſame. - And you have, at the fame Time, 
this Comfort, that if any of your Owners 


ſhould'prove wickeD OveRsEtRss and uſe 
you, who are his under Servants here, as they 
ought not to do; though you muſt ſubmit 
to it, and can have no Remedy in this World, 
yet, when Go calls you and them together 


Face to Face before him in the next World, 
and examines into theſe Matters, He will do 
you ſtrict Juſtice, and puniſh thoſe that have 


been bad Stewards and Overſeers over you 
wich the greater Severity, as they had more 
of this World entruſted to their Care: and 
that whatever you have ſuffered unjuſtly here, 
Go will make you amends for it in Heaven, 
I will now read over to you the Rules which 
Go p hath given you, in his own Words, that 
you may ſee what I ſay is Truth..Servants, 


be obedient to them that are your Maſters accord 


ing to the Fleſh, with Fear and Trembling, in 


Singleneſs of your Heart, as unto Chriſt : - NDBt 8 
with Eye-ſervice, as Men-pleaſers, but as the ] 


Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of GOD from 
the Heart. With good at doing Service, as - 
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the Lord and, not to Men. Knowing, that <vhat-. 
ſerver good Thing any Man doeth, the ſame ſpall - 


he receive of the Lord, whether be. be Band or 


Free. And ye Maſters, db ibe ſame Things 


unto them, pw (or moderating) Threat - 


ning; knowing that your Maſter alſo is in Hea- 
ven; neither is there Reſpect of Perſons with him. 

Now, from this great general Rule, name- 
ly, that you are to de all Service for your Maſ-_ 


ters and Miſtreſſes, as if you did it for GOD 
himſelf, there ariſe ſeveral other Rules of Du- 


ty towards your Maſters and Miſtreſſes, which 


I ſhall endeavour to lay in order before you. 


1. And in the Firſt Place, Zou are to be obe- 
dient and ſulject to your Maſters in all Ting. 
For the Rules which Go p hath left us in the 
Scriptures are theſe . Servanis, obey in all 
Things your Maſters according 10 the Fleſh, not 
with Eye-ſervice as Men-pleaſers, but in Single- 


neſs of Heart, fearing GOD. And whatſoever 
ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto 


Men; knowing, that of the Lord ye hall” receive 


the Reward of the Inheritance, s ye ſerve the 
Lord Cbriſt. But be that doeth Wrong ſhall re- 


ceive for the Wrong he bath done; and there is 
no Reſpect of Per ſons.—9 Servants, be ſubject to 
your Maſters, with. all Fear, not only to ibe 


goed and gentle, but alſo to the froward.—_An 


Chriſtian Miniſters are commanded to exhort 
Servants to be obedient unto their own Maſters, . 
and to pleaſe them well in all J. bings, not anſwer. 


ing Kain. or murmuring, or e 


* Col. ii. 22, 23, 24s 25. $ 1 Pet. ii. 18. 1 Tit. ii. 9. 


e St} | 
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* A Y ou ſee how ſtrictly Gop requires this of 

vou, that whatever your Maſters and Miſtreſ- 
ſes order you to do, you muſt ſet about it im- 
mediately, and faithfully perform it, with- 
out any difputing or grumbling,.— and take 
care to pleaſe them well in all Things. 

* And, for your Encouragement, he tells you, 

| that he will reward you for it in Heaven, be- 
cauſe, while you are honeſtly and faithfully 
doing your Maſter's Buſineſs here, you are 

ſerving your Lord and Maſter in Heaven. 
You ſee alfo, that you are not to take any Ex- 
ceptions to the Behaviour of your Maſters and 
Miftrefſes, and that you are to be ſubject. 
and obedient, not only go fuch as are good, 
and gentle, and mild towards you, but allo to 
ſuch as may be froward, peeviſh, and hard, 
— For you are not at liberty to chuſe your 

_ own Maſters, but into whatever Hands Gop 
hath been pleaſed to put you, you muſt do 
your Duty, and Gop will reward you for it. 
And if they neglect to do theirs, God will 
puniſh them for it: For there is no Reſpect 
of Perſons with him. There is only one Caſe, 
in which you may refuſe Obedience to your 
Owners, —and that is, if they ſhould com- 
mand you to do any finful Thing. As Jo- 
ſeph would not hearken to his Miſtreſs, when 
ſhe tempted him to lie with her. So 
that if any Maſter could be ſo wicked as to 1 
command you to ſteal, to murder, to ſet a Tit fl 
| Neighbour*s Houſe on Fire, to do Harm to B22 l 
Bodys Goods, or Cattle, or to get drunk, or to 

B 3 _ curſe 
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curſe and ſwear, or to work on Sundays, (unleſs 


it ſhould be in a Caſe of great Neceſſity) or 
to do any Thing that Go p hath forbidden, 


there it is your Duty to refuſe them; —be- 
cauſe Gop is your Heap MasTER, and you 
muſt not do a Thing which you know is con- 
trary to his Will. —But in every Thing elſe, 


you muſt obey your Owners; and G OD re- 


quires it of you, 


2. You are not to be Eye-Servants. _Now 


Eye-Servants are ſuch as will work bard, and 
ſown mighty diligent, while they think that 
any Body is taking Notice of them; but when 
their Maſters and Miſtreſſes Backs are turned, 
they are idle, and neglect their Buſineſs, 

l am afraid that there are a great many 
ſuch Eye Servants among you,—and that you 


do not conſider how great a Sin it is to be ſo, 


and how ſeverely Gov will puniſh you for it. 
— You may eaſily deceive your Owners, and 
make them have an Opinion of you that you 
do not deſerve, and get the Praiſe of Men 


by it. - But remember, that you cannot de- 
ceive Almighty Go p, who ſees your Wick 


edneſs and Deceit, and will puniſh you ac- 


cordingly.— For the Rule is, that you muſt 


obey your Maſters in all Things, and do the 
Work they ſet you about with Fear aud Trem- 
bling, in Singleneſs of Heart, as unto Chriſt, 


not with Eye-Service, as Men-pleaſers, but as 
the Servants of Chriſt, doing the Will of God 
from the Heart : With good Will doing Service, 


as to the Lord, and not as to Men. If then, 


you 


3 r e 
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you would but think, and ſay within your- 
ſelves, -** My Maſter hath ſet me about this 
« Work, and his Back is turned, ſo that I 
«© may loiter and idle if I pleaſe, for he does 
© not ſee me. But there is my GREAT 
« MASTER in Heaven, whoſe Overſcer my 
% other Maſter is, —and his Eyes are always 
« upon me, and taking Notice of me, and 
J cannot get any where out of his Sight, 
& nor be idle without his knowing it, and 
«© what will become of me if I loſe his good- 
«« Will, and make him angry with me.“ 
If, I fay, you would once get the Way of 
thinking: and ſaying thus, upon all Occaſions, 
you then would do what G o p commands 
you, and ſerve your Maſters with SINOLE- 
NEss oF HEART,—that is, with Honeſty and 
Sincerity; you would do the Work you are 
ſet about with Fear and Trembling, not for 
Fear of your Maſters and Miſtreſſes upon 
Earth (for you may eaſily cheat them, and 
make them believe you are doing their Buſi- 
neſs when you do not)—but with Fear and. 
Trembling, leſt GO PD, your Heavenly 
MasTER, whom youcannot deceive, ſhould 
call you to Account, and puniſh you in the 
next World, for. your Deceitfulneſs and Eye- 


Service 1n this. 


3. You are to be faithful and honeſt to your 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, — net purloining * (or 
waſting their Goods or Subſtance) but ſhewing 
all good Fidelity in all Things, 8 = 


Tit. ii. 10. 
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AI you were to rob. or ſteal from others, 


you know that it would be a very bad Thing. 


and how ſeverely the Law would puniſh' you 
for it. But if your Maſter is robb'd of what 
belongs to him by your Waſtefulneſs or Negli- 
gence, do not you think that it is as wicked and 
as bad as if you were to ſteal his Goods and give 
them to other People? — For, pray, what is 
the Difference to me, when my Subſtance is 
gone, whether a Thief took it away from me, 
or whether I am robbed of it by my Servants 
Negligence? — The Loſs is the fame, and 

they will have it equally to anſwer for. = 
How then, can many of you be ſo careleſs 
about your Maſter's Buſineſs? How can you 


be ſo unfaithful and wicked, as to ſee their 


Subſtance periſh and be loſt, when a little of 


your timely Care would prevent the Loſs? 


Is not this a very common Caſe among 
you? And do not moſt Maſters complain, 
with great Juſtice, that unleſs they happen 
to ſee into every Thing themſelves, their 
Servants will take no Care? — Nay, even 
when they are told of it, and ordered to do 
it, they will ſtill neglect, and let the Goods 
periſh? Do not your Maſters, under 
Go p, provide for you? —And how ſhall they 
be able to do this, to feed and to oath you, 
unleſs you take honeſt Care of every Thing 
that belongs to them? Remember that Go» 
res this of you, and if you are not afraid 

of ſuffering for it here, you cannot eſcape the 
Vengeance of Almighty G o Db, who will 
2 „date 
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| you could manage ſo cunningly as to eſcape 
and Body into ell. 


are to do your Maſters Service with good Will, 
doing it as the Will f GOD, from the Heart, 


thoſe you belong to, and makes your own 


1 
judge between you and your Maſters, and 
make you pay ſeverely in the next Morid for 
all the Injuſtice you do them Here. And thoꝰ 


the Eyes and Hands of Man, yet think what 
a dreadful Thing it is, to fall into the Hands 
of the living GOD, who is able to caſt bor Sul 


4. Youare to /erve your Maſters with Chear- 
fulneſs, and Reverence, and Humility, — You 


without any Saucineſs or anfwering again... 
How many of you do Things quite otherwiſe, 
and, inſtead of going about your Work with 
a good Will and a good Heart, diſpute, and 
grumble, give ſaucy Anſwers, and behave in 
a ſurly Manner? There is fomething ſo be- 
coming and ingaging in a modeſt, chearful, 
good-natur'd Behaviour, that a little Work 
done in that Manner, ſeems better done, and 
gives far more Satisfaction, than a great deal 
more, that mult be done with Fretting, Vex- 
ation, and the Laſh always held over you. 
—l[t alſo gains the good Will and Love of 


Life paſs with more Eaſe and Pleaſure. Be- 
ſides, you are to conſider, that this Grum- 
bling and ill Will does not affect your Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes only :_—They have Ways and 
Means in their Hands of forcing you to do 
your Work, whether you are willing or not, 
— But your Murmuring and Grumbling is 
TE againſt 


(38). 
againſt GoD, who hath placed you in that 
Service, who will puniſh: you ſeverely in the 
next World for deſpiſing his Commands. 
Thus I have endeavoured to ſnew you, 
why you ought to ſerve Gop, and what Duty 
in particular you owe to him: — I have alſo 
ſhewn you, that while you are ſerving your 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, or doing any Thing 
that Go p hath commanded, you are, at the 
fame Time, ſerving him; and have endeavour- 
ed to ſhew you what Duty or Service you owe 
to your Owners, in Obedience to Go p, and 
that in ſo plain a Manner, as, I hope, the 
greateſt Part of you did well underſtand. 
The other Parts of your Duty, and the Re- 
wards which GoD hath promiſed to you (if 
you will honeſtly ſet about doing it) I ſhall. 
endeavour to lay before you at our next Meet- 


\ 


ing here for that Purpoſe. —In the mean Time, 


conſider well what hath been ſaid.— Think 
upon it, and talk about it one with another, 
and ſtrive to fix it on your Memories. And 
may Gop, of his infinite Mercy, grant, 
that it may ſink deep into your Hearts, and, 
taking Root there, may bring forth in you 
the Fruit of good Living, to the Honour 
and Praiſe of his holy Name, the Spreading 
abroad of his Goſpel, and the eternal Salva- 


tion of your precious Souls, through our Lord 


and Saviour Jesus CHRIST, to whom, with 
the Father, and the Holy Spirit, be all Ho- 
nour and Glory, World without End. Amen, 


S E R- 


SERMON II. 


Eenzs, VI. 8. 


Knowing, that whatſtever good 7. bing a 


Man doth, the ſame fhall be receive of 
_ the Lord, whether he be Bond or Free. 


My ell des Brethren and Siſters, 


VV dea voured to ſhew you,. That 
e Gop made you and all the World, 


—and that he made you and all Mankind tos 


ſerve him; — That it is he who places every 

Man in the Station or Rank which he holds in 
the World, making ſome Kings, ſome Maf- 
ters and Miſtreſſes » ſome Tradeſmen and work- 
ing People, and others Servants and Slaves. 
That every one of us is obliged to do the 
Buſineſs he hath ſet us about, in that State or 
Condition of Life to which he hath been 
pleaſed to call us: And that whoever is do- 
ing his Buſineſs. quietly and honeſtly in the 
World, and living as a Chriſtan ought to 
do, is ſerving of GOD, though his Condition 


HEN you were laſt here, I en- 
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be ever ſo low and mean; and will be as much 


taken Notice of, and as highly favoured by 


God at the laſt Day, as the greateſt Prince 


upon Earth, for Go p is no Reppecter of Per- 


ſons. — I alſo laid before you, — That you 


ought to ſerve Go for your own Sakes, be- 


cauſe you have Souls to be ſaved, and if 


you ſhould loſe them, you are undone for 
ever: That every one who dies, and goes 
into another World, muſt go either to Hea- 


ven or Hell; and that there is no other Way 


of eſcaping everlaſting Puniſhment in Hell, 
or being eternally happy in Heaven, but by 
ſerving Gop while he ſpares us Life upon 
Earth: And farther, — That ſuch of you 


as have been Baptized, are bound to ſerve Gop 


by your own ſolemn Promiſe and Vow ; 


which, if you take no Care to perform, Gop 
will not fail to puniſh you in the next World 


for mocking him, in making that Promiſe, 


and becauſe you knew your Duty, and would. 
not da it. 5 


I then went on to ſhew you, what Duty 


you owe to Go p in particular, — That you 


ought to look upon Him as your great and 
chief Maſter, to whom you muſt one Day 
an{wer for every Thing you have done in this 
Eife:— That he is always looking upon you, 
and taking Notice of your Behaviour, fo that 
if you could deceive all the World, you can- 
not deceive GOD: That you ought to love 


 Gop above all Things, or elſe He will not 
love you, which would be the moſt dreadful 


Thing 


I ²˙ m AA ¹ðꝛm̃ ͤt!f . nd 


as % 


( 41 6) 
Thing that could . e to your—Thas if 


you love Gop ſincerely, you Vill be afraid of 
doing any Thing that is bad, becauſe his 
Holy Spirit is grieved to ſee Men deſtroy their 
Souls by their Wickedneſs :— That if the 
Love of God is not ſtrong enough to keep 
you from doing what is bad, and vexing and 
offending him thereby, you ought; at leaſt, | 
to dread his terrible Judgments, for that he is 
able, not only to deſtroy your Bodies, and 
ſtrike you dead ina Moment, but alfo, 0 caſt 
both Bach and Soul into Hell, which will cer- 
tainly be the Portion of all ſuch, as provoke 
him to Anger by leading wicked Lives: 
That you ought to worſhip Go p both in 
Publick and in Private; in Publicł, by com- 
ing to Church as often as you have Lesbe and 
Opportunity; and in Private, by praying to 
him for every Thing you want, and giving 
him Thanks for all his Goodneſs to you, 
which you may eaſily do, when you are 
Walking, or Working, in the Houſe, or in the 
Field: That you ought to reverence and ho- 
nour Almighty Go Db, and keep from all 
Curſing and Swearing, or making any light, 
fooliſh, vain Uſe of his great and holy Name: 
And that you muſt keep from all Lying, 
becauſe Go Þ hates all ſuch as tell Lies, and 
will give them over to the Deyil, who is the 
Father of all Lies and Liars. = 
In the next Place I endeavoured to ſhew 
you, how you ought to behave towards your 
Maſters and Mi elles; z and to make it plain to 


you, 


(42) 


you, that as Gop himſelf hath ſet them over 
you here in the Nature of his Stewards or Over- 


ſeers, he expects you will do every Thing 
for them, as you do for himſelf. That you 
muſt be obedient and ſubje& to them in all 
Things, and do whatever they order you to 
do, unleſs it ſhould be ſome wicked Thing 


which you knew that Go p hath forbidden, 
4n which Caſe you are to refuſe, but in no 
other: That you muſt not be Eye- Servants, - 


that is, ſuch as will be very buſy in their 
Maſters Preſence, but very idle when their 


Backs are turned: For your head Maſter, Al- 
mighty Gop, is looking on you, and though 


you may eſcape being found out, or puniſhed 
by your Owners for it, yet you cannot de- 
ceive Go p, who will puniſh you ſeverely in 
the next World for your deceitful Dealing in 
this: That you mult be faithful and honeſt 
to your Maſters and Miſtreſſes, not waſtin 


their Subſtance, or letting any Thing, belong- 


ing to them, periſh for want of your Care; — 
becauſe that is as bad as Thievery, for the Maſ- 
ter*s Loſs is the ſame as if he had been robbed 
Of it: And that you are to ſerve your Own- 


ers with Chearfulneſs, Reſpe, and Humility, 


not Grumbling, or giving any ſaucy Anſwers, 
but doing your Work with Readineſs, Mild- 
neſs, and good Nature; becauſe your Saucineſs 


and Grumbling is not ſo much againſt your. 


Owners, as it is againſt Gop himſelf, who 
hath placed you in that Service, and expects 


you . 
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| you will do the Buſinck of it ax he hath com- 


manded you. 


III. 1 now come to ſhew you, as 1 me 
miſed in my laſt Sermon, bat is the 


or Behaviour you owe to. your Fellow — 
and others. 


And you are to take Notice, that the great 


Rule which Almighty Go p hath given us in 
this Caſe, is TO LOVE ONE ANOTHER,,—l - 
will read to you his own Words, as we have 


them in the Holy Scriptures.— A new Com- 
mandment I give unto you, that ye love one ano- 


tber; as ] have loved you, that ye alſo love one 
another. By this ſhall all Men know that ye are 


my Diſciples, if ye have Love one 10 another, 
This F is my Commandment, that ye love one 
another, as I bave loved you. & Thou ſhalt love 


thy Neighbour as thyſelf. —\{ Be kindly aſfectioned 
one io another, with brotherly Love... **Owe 


no Man any Thing, but to love one another.— 


ByT Love ſerve one another: For all tbe Law 


75 "fulfilled i in one Word, even in this, thou ſhall 
love thy Neighbour as thyſelf.— You ſee then, 
how ſtrongly Gop Almighty inſiſts upon it, 
that all Chriſtians do love one another, and 
makes it the great Mark, by which his faith- 


ful Servants may be known from others, who, 


have no ſuch Rule made known to them. — 


By this, ſaith our Saviour, Mall all Men know 


that 
EPs John xiii. 34, 8 John xv. 12. { Lev. xix. 18. 
Matt. xxii. 39. Rom. xil 10. ** Rom, xiii. 8. 
H Gal. v. 1 3, 14. | : 
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that ye are my Diſciples, if ye haue Love one 10 


another. And to ſhew us how heartily and 


ſincerely he would have us to love one another, 
he commands us to love one another, even as 
He loved us, — to be kindly aſfectioned one to ano- 
ther, with brotherly Love. To love our Neigh- 
bours, that 1s, all with whom we have any 


Kind of Dealings, even as we love ourſelves. 
Now there are many Reaſons why we 


ſhould all love one another, and the chief Rea- 
ſon is, what J told you of before, that we are 
all oNE LARGE FAMILY, under Almighty 


Gop, our Maker and great Maſter, who 
therefore commands us all to love one another, 


as Fellow Servants and Brothers ought to do. — 


Had * we not all one Father * Hath not one God © 


created us? faith one of Gop's holy Prophets. 


And if we mind this one great Rule of lov- 


ing one another, we ſhall do every Thing 


which Go requires of us towards all Men. 
For, as the Word of Gov faith, all the 
Law, that is, all the Law relating to Mens. 


Dealings with one another, is fulfilled in one 


Word, even in Dis, —T oe ſhalt.lave thy Neigb- 


bour as thyſelf. 


To. make this Rule as plain as I can to you, 


do but think within yourſelves what you 
would 'do for any Perſon you really had a 
Love and Affection for. Would you not do 


them all the Good, and ſhew them all the 


Kindneſs you could? — Would you not be 

very forry to give them any Trouble or Vex- 
| ation? 

Mal. ii. 10. | 
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ation? Would you not keep from doing 
them any Sort of Harm yourſelf, and hinder 
other People from doing them any Wrong or 
Hurt? — And would not your Love to them 
make you as careful of them, and as unwil- 
ling to hurt them, as if they were your neareſt 
Relations? This Conſideration will lead you 
into a true Notion of what is meant by thoſe 
Rules in the Holy Scriptures, where Go p 
Almighty commands us to love one anotber gu. 
to be kindly affectioned one lo another, with bro- 
therly Love, —tolove our Neighbours as ourſelves, 
and ſuch like. And to make this great Com- 
mand ftill plainer, our bleſſed Saviour, Jz- 
sus CaRisT, hath left this other Rule to the 
ſame Purpoſe, — All Things whatſoever ye 
would that Men ſhould do to you, do ye even ſo 10 
them, — that is, do by all Mankind juſt as you 
would deſire they ſhould do by you, if you 
were in their Place, and they in yours. 

Now, to ſuit this Rule to your particular 
_ Circumſtances; —Suppoſe you were Maſters 
and Miſtreſſes, and had Servants under you, 
- would you not deſire that your Servants 
ſhould do their Buſineſs faithfully and boneſtly, 
as well when your Back was turned, as while 
you were looking over them? Would you 
not expect that they ſhould take Notice of 
what you ſaid to them? — That they ſhould 
behave themſelves with Reſpect towards you 
and yours, and be as careful of every Thing 
belonging to you as you would be yourſelves? 
; | . Lou 
* Matt. vii. 12. 
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— You are Servants, —do therefore as you 


would wiſh to be done by, and you will both 


be good Servants: to your Maſters, and good 


Servants to Gop, who requires this of you, 


and will reward you well for it, if you do it 
for the Sake of Conſcience in Obedience to his 


Command. 


Again, ſuppoſe that you were People of 


Tome Subſtance, and had ſomething of your 
own in the World, would you not deſire to 
keep what you had? — And that no Body 
ſhould take it from you, without your own 
Conſent, or hurt any Thing belonging to 


you? — If, then, you love your Neighbour as 


yourſelf, or would do by others, as you could wiſh 


they would do by you, you will learn to be ho- 
neſt and juſt towards all Mankind, as well as 


to your Maſters and Miſtreſſes, and not ſteal, 
or takeaway any Thing from any one, with- 
out his Knowledge or Conſent :—You will 
be as careful not to hurt any Thing belonging 
to a Neighbour, or to do any Harm to his 
Goods, his Cattle, or his Plantation, or to fee 
it done by others, as you would be to hurt 


\ yourſelf, or any Thing you had of your own: 


— And will behave yourſelves towards all 


Mankind with the ſame Honeſty and good 


Will, as you could wiſh they would do to you 
in the like Caſe, LEY 
Your Fellow Servants are more particularly 


to be looked upon as your Brethren: — Your 


common Station, as Slaves, your Complex- 


ion, and your Marriages one among another, 


in 
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in different Families, make you nearer to 
each other than all the reſt of the World, ex- 
cept your Owners. — And, poor and ignorant 
as you are, you may do much Good, and 
prevent much Harm, by behaving one to- 
wards another as Brothers and Siſters ought to 
do, and as Gop requires of you. — And, con- 
ſidering all Things, you muſt be miſerable 
Creatures indeed, if you will not be loving 
and affectionate, kind and honeſt among 
yourſelves. But for Fear you ſhould miſtake 
my Meaning, I will firſt deſcribe to you, 
_what.irue Love and Affection is, 3nd then, en- 
deavour to ſhew you in particular, how you 

ought to behave one towards another. 
That Perſon is truly loving and affectio- 
nate to another, who 1s ready at all Times to 
do any Thing for him that is really for his 
Good,—and to prevent any Harm or. Diſad- 
vantage from happening to him. Now, if 
you bear this Sort of Love towards one aho- 
ther, and do accordingly, you will indeed, 
as Gop hath commanded, be kindly affeFioned 
one to anoiber, with brotherly Love. 
If you will but conſider that a Man is doing 
himſelf the greateſt Good, while he is doing 
what Almighty Gop is pleaſed with; and 
that no one can do himſelf greater Harm, 
than by doing any Thing that will provoke 
Gap to be angry with him, you cannot be at 


a Loſs how to ſhew the trueſt Love and Afﬀec- . 


tion to any of your Brethren and Fellow-Ser- 
vants,. Your Poverty and low Station in 
5 Life, 
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) Ale, hinders you Loa giving . | 
fort or Support to their Bodies, any farther 


1 Com- 


than, perhaps, a little Help in their Labours, 
when you have nothing to do yourſelves, or 


by ſhewing good Nature to them, or by a : 


a kind Care and Tenderneſs towards them in 
_ their Sickneſs, when they are not able to take 


Care of themſelves, and want Help from thoſe 


that are about them: but to their precious 
Souls you may do great Good, and by ſo do- 
ing, gain the greateſt Benefit to yourſelves. 


Suppoſe any of you to have been wicked 
Creatures, —idle, ar 


I, leud Peoplez—and being at length over- 


ken, ſwearing, thiev- 


taken by he Hand of Gop, and laid down 
on a painful, fick Bed, without any Hopes 


of Recovery, with all the Terrors of Conſci- 
ence about you, and nothing before you but 


Death, and the fearful Apprehenſions of be- 


ing miſerable for ever, what a dreadful State 
of Mind muſt you then be in! And what 


would you then give, that you had been bleſ- 


ſed with a true Friend in your former Days, 


one that had ſo much real Love for you, as 
to have warned you of your Danger, and 
have hindered you, by his kind Advice, from 


running ſuch Lengths of Wickedneſs as you 


had done? — And would you not then think, 


that ſuch a Friend would have been of more 


Value to you, than the whole World? Lou 


have it in your Power to be ſuch true Friends 
and Lovers one to another: And though 


vou can give but little bodily Help, you can 


do 
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do what is far better,—you can help each other 


on in the Way towards Heaven, Lou can, 


nay, you ought to check one another, when 


you fee any Thing doing amiſs:— You can 


encourage each other in doing what is right 
and good: You can pray together, and you 
can pray for one another: — Tou can, on a 
Sunday Evening, talk about the good Advice 
you have heard in Church, and by telling it to 
ſuch as could not be there, may do them 
much Good, and, at the ſame Time, by 
thus repeating theſe Things, they will be the 
ſtronger fixed in your own Memory, ſo as to 


be of laſting Service to yourſel ves: Tou can, 


by a good Example, prevent a great deal of 
Wickedneſs and Indecency, in your Meet- 
ings and Converſations one among another: 


And where you find that your ſober, friendly 


Advice will do no good with them, you may 
terrify your Companions from doing bad 
Things, by threatning to complain of chem; ; 

and by ſuch Means as theſe, you may help ta 
ſave their Souls, and get a Bleſſing upon your- 
ſelves and Families. But, Oh, my Brethren! 
I am grieved to ſay it, you are ſo far from do- 
ing this, that I fear many of you rather en- 
courage and help one another on in Wicked- 
neſs, and go Hand in Hand towards Peſtruc- 
tion, rather than ſtrive to aſſiſt one another 
in the Way to Heaven! Do not think, 


that I am againſt your meeting together at 


proper Times and Seaſons, or that I would 
find F ault with any of your innocent Diver- 
C ons. 


ons. Hard Labour requires ſuch Sort of 


Refreſhment ;—and when the Mind is cheared 
with innocent Mirth, and the Body comfort- 
ed with needful Reſt, you will return with a 
better Heart to your daily Buſineſs, and have 
more Strength to go through with it. _.But, 
from what I have ſeen myſelf, and what I 
have been told by others, who are well ac- 
quainted with theſe Matters, I muſt obſerve 
to you, that you meet, and make Merry to- 
gether, much oftener than moſt white People 


do; - that many idle, ſcandalous, and wicked 


Things are done among you at ſuch Times, 
without any Shame or Concern; —and that 
your Saturday Nights are very often ſpent in 
Rioting and Drunkenneſs. =—— You well 
know, that there are many among you ſo 
fond of Rambling, that unleſs there be ſome 


Revelling at Home, they are ſeldom or never 
to be found at Nights in their own Maſters 


Houſes or Quarters ;— but as ſoon as it is dark, 
take the firſt Horſe they can get, either of 
their Maſter's or a Neighbour's, and after 
ſpending the whole Night in Revelling and 
Drunkenneſs, and riding the poor Creatures 
almoſt to Death, come Home by Day-Dawn, 
heavy and drowſy, unfit to do any Buſineſs 
as it ought to be done, and often bringing 

upon themſelves dangerous Diſorders, to the 
great Hazard of their own Souls, and the 
great Expence and Damage of their Owners. 
And you know it yourſelves, and your 
Conſciences mult tell you, how many of you 


are 
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are very wicked upon ſuch Occaſions. Whit 
Waſte and Riot is committed among you!. 
What Drunkenneſs and Swearing, —what Luſt 
and Leudneſs, too ſhocking to be named, is 


then committed by both Sexes! 


Beſides, how many of you, to ſupport 


this Extravagance, will cheat and ſteal, rob- 
bing your Maſters, or others; —and then, 


when you are found out, and examined about 
it, what a Number of abominable Lies will 
you tell, and how vilely will you forſwear 


_ yourſelves, that the Truth may not come to 


Light! Theſe Things have even brought 


ſome of your People to untimely Ends, in 
ſeveral Parts of this Province, and makes all, 


who are guilty in a leſs Degree, liable to ſe- 
vere bodily Puniſhment, at the ſame Time 
that it puts their Souls into the Power of the 
Devil... am far from charging all of you 


with theſe bad Practices, and havea very good 


Opinion of ſeveral among you, whoſe Seri- 
ouſneſs and good Inclinations J have no Reaſon 
to doubt of. Nay, I have been told, and 
think I ſee it myſelf, that ſince you come to 


be inſtructed at Church, you generally behave 


better, and more ſoberly, than you did for- 
merly ;—for which, I bleſs and praife Al- 
mighty Gop, who hath ſent me, his unwor- 
thy Servant, amongſt you, I hope, both for 


your Good and my own ;—and do daily and 


hourly pray for you, that none of your pre- 
cious Souls be loſt, but that his Grace may be 
poured out more and more upon you, that 

GY > you 
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you may forſake all your evil Wa ays, and 
thro' 


your Souls be received into Paradi 
his Mercy, and the Merits of our Saviour 
Jzsus CHRIST. But you know, that 


there is ſtill much of the Wickedneſs I have 
-mentioned yet remaining amongſt you, and 


if you do not repent and behave better, your 
Puniſhment in the next World will be much 


ſeverer, for knowing theſe Things, and not 


doing them. Now you that are any way ſeri- 
ous and reformed, — you that have reſolved in 


good Earneſt to look after Heaven in Time, 


and to ſerve the Gop that made you, ought, 
by all Means, out of Love to ſuch poor, un- 
happy Brethren as you ſee deſtroying their 
own Souls, to give them friendly Advice. 
to ſtrive to makethem ſenſible of the Hazards 


they run, both of Body and Soul, and to 
ſhew your Love, by hindering them, if poſ- 


ſible, from ruining themſelves. But if 
you find that neither your mild, loving Coun- 
fel, nor Threats will prevail with them, you 
muſt, by all Means, avoid their Company, 
as much as you can, and have as little to ſay 


to them as poſſible: For though you may 
love them ever ſo well, yet you muſt love 


Gop and your own Souls better: And evil 


Company is as dangerous as a Plague, and as 


apt to catch hold of People, and to make 
them as bad as the Company they keep.— It 


would be very prudent in you, when you 


find nothing elſe will do with ſuch Perſons, 
to let your Maſters and Miſtreſſes know of 


their 


8 „% 8 

their Wickedneſs,. They have Authority 
to correct and confine them: And, perhaps, 
the Correction of their Bodies may bring them 
to Repentance, when nothing elſe will, and 
prove the Salvation of their Souls; —and if 


ſo, complaining of them would be the great- 


eſt Act of Kindneſs you could poſſibly do 
to them. 

There is one Sort of Love and Charity you 
may, however, perform to the wickedeſt of 
your Acquaintance or F ellow- Servants;. 
and that is, Zo pray for them. Gop may, 
perhaps, hear your Prayers in their Behalf, 
and touch their Hearts, though you cannot: 
And that would be a great Bleſſing both to 
them and you. Bur if they ſhould, after 
all, continue ſo wicked as not to deſerve any 


Mercy or Grace from G.o p, your Prayers 


will not be loſt, for Gop will place them to 
your own Account, and you will have the Re- 
ward for your kind and pious Intentions 1 to- 
wards your unhappy Brother. 

Beſides good Advice, there 1s another great 
Duty you owe to your Brethren, —and that i is, 
good Example. If they will not mind 
dꝛshat you ſay, they cannot help taking Notice 
of what you do: - And, perhaps, the Shame 

of ſeeing ſo great a Difference between their 
own Behaviour and yours, may put them 
upon ſtriving to be like you. — For there is 
ſomething ſo engaging in a regular, ſober, 
modeſt, pious Behaviour, that none but ex- 
ceeding wicked People, or ſuch as have laid 
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aſide all Thoughts of Goodneſs; that can ſee 
it without wiſhing to be like the Perſon that 


has ſo many good Qualities. How happy are 
they that have Examples of this Sort ſet before 
their Eyes! And how much more happy, if 
they —— ſeriouſly, and in earneſt, ſtrive to 
follow ſuch Examples. 


Many of you are married, and have Num- 


bers of Children. — Lou ſurely owe them 
good Examples.— Many of theſe Children, 


who are bred up in Quarters, fee little but 


what you ſhew them: So that if you ſet bad 
Examples before them, you may be ſure they 


will do the like, and your Wickedneſs will 


not only deſtroy your own Souls, but. will 


teach your Children to do the fame; ;—and, 


by thus going before them, lead them, as it 


were, by the Hand, in the direct Road to 


Hell. A fad and grievous Reflection I that 


a bad Example ſhall not only bring your- 


ſelves into everlaſting Miſery, but your poor 
unhappy Offspring alſo!-- Whereas, if you 
behave yourſelves well, and ſet a good Ex- 
ample before them, you ſhall ſave your own 
Souls, through the Mercy of G op, and give 
your little Ones Cauſe to bleſs you after 
your Death, for ſhewing them the Way to be 


happy in another World, and of getting Poſ- 
ſeſſions there, of far greater Value than the 


whole World you live in. 
If, then, it be ſo much your Duty to give 
good Advice, and good Examples to your 


__ Fullow-Servants, —how great muſt be the Sin 


of 
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of tempting and perſuading any one to Wick- 
edneſs? It is the Devil's own Office, and 
what he delights in, to make People wicked; 
ſo that whoever ſtrives, by Advice, or Per- 
ſuaſion, to make others bad, is ſo far doing 
the Devil's own Buſineſs. —If, therefore, you 
entice or perſuade a Fellow-Servant to lie, or 
ſwear for you,—to help you to deeeive your 
Owners or others, to cheat, to rob, or 
Heal, for ſupporting your Idleneſs,—to get 
drunk with you, or partake with you in any 
Sort of Wickedneſs, do you not think, that 
God will not only puniſh you for your own 
Faults, but alſo, upon Account of thoſe 
others whom you wickedly draw into Sin? 
Is it not enough for you to deſtroy your own . 
Souls, without putting others into the Way 
of Damnation? Take Care then, my Bre- 
thren, that you do not bring the Blood of 
others upon your own Heads; for to murder 
the poor Soul, by cauſing any one to ſin, is 
the worſt of all Murders. 

After taking ſo much Pains to ſhew you 
how ſincerely you ought to love one another, 
and all Mankind, you may eaſily ſee that 
Almighty Go Dp will be exceeding angry with 
you, if you be z/-natured and ſpiteful, ma- 
licious, or evil inclined, towards your Fellow- 

Servants or any others. For our Lord and 
Saviour JIESsus CHRIST is ſo far from ſuffer- 
ing any of his Diſciples, or ſuch as pretend 
to be Chriſtians, to bear any Hatred or ill Will 
in their Hearts, that he commands us to love 
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the very worſt of our Enemies, and fuch as 


are ſtriving to do us a Miſchief. The Rule 
be hath given us is this: ſay unto you, 
love your Enemies, bleſs them that curſe you, 


do good to them that hate you, and pray for 
them that deſpitefully uſe you, and perſecute 
you. — And the Reaſon he gives for it is this, 
That ye may be the Children of your Father 
which ts in Heaven; — for he maketh his Sun 
to riſe upon the Evil, and on the Good, and 
fendeth his Rain upon the Juſt and upon the 
Unjuſt. That is, — that we may ſhew ourſelves 
to be the Children of Gop, by being like Him, 
who is ſo good, that he does not take away 
the Comfort of the Sun and Rain, nor the 
common Bleflings of this Life, even from wic- 


ked People, who are always provoking him, 
and do not deferve the leaſt of his Mercies to 


them. — Beſides, he hath given us the great- 
eſt Encouragement to forgive every one that 
does us any Harm or Miſchief, by promiſing 
to forgive us our Sins againſt him, upon that 
Account. — And hath, at the ſame Time, 
threatned, that if we will be of a malicious, 
revengeful Temper, and bear Spite and An- 
ger in our Hearts, he never will forgive us: 
— And without his Pardon, the very beſt of 
us muſt be loſt and undone for ever. For if, 
faith our Saviour, ye || forgive Men their Treſ- 
paſſes, your heavenly Father will alſo forgive 
you: But if ye forgive not Men their Treſ- 

| ; | paſſes, 

- * Matt. v. 44, 45. Matt. vi. 14, 15. 
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paſſes, neit het tail] your heavenly Father fo or- 


give your 7 reſpaſſes. 


1 Having thus ſet before you the Duty 
you owe to your Fellow-Servants and others, 
I ſhall now endeavour to ſhew yu the oy 
you owe to Yourſelves. 

And here, let me aſk you a ſhort, 'plati 
Queſtion, — Do you LOVE YOURSELVES? =— 
No you look ſurprized, as if you thought 

I aſked you ſome ſtrange Thing, and out of 
the Way: But let me put it *o you again, 
Do you really love Yourſetves ? You will 
ſay, —To be ſure we do; — for there is no Body 
but what love themſelves better than they 
love any one elſe.— ] heartily wiſh, my Bre- 
thren, that this were true; for then; moſt 
| People would live in a very different Manner. 
— But, indeed, there is not a Word in the 
World that People in general abuſe more, or 
are more miſtaken about, than that one Word 
Love.—So that a thinking Perſon would be 
apt to fancy, that Nine in Ten, who talk of 
it, do not know the Meaning of it. Some 
People will eall it Love to a Neighbour, when 
they are making him drunk, deſtroying his 
Time, debauching his Mind, and making a 
meer Beaſt of him: Wanton, idle Fellows, 
will call it Love to a Woman, when they are 
ſtriving to make her a wicked Creature, to 
ruin her Character, and to bring both her 
Body and Soul into Danger of Deſtruction +. 
And poor deluded Creatures will think 
C 3 they 
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they love themſelves, while they'd 

for the Sake of a little preſent Pleaſure, which 
will make them liable to laſting Pain and Pu- 
niſnment.— But pray mind what I am going 
to ſay, and I will endeavour to make it out 


Chriſtian who truly loves himſelf, muſt needs 
go to Heaven, and that no Man - ever yet 
went, or will go to Hell, but for Want of 
loving himſelf as he ought to do. 

You know, that every one of us have 
Souls to be ſaved, as well as Bodies to be tak- 
en Care of: —And as the Soul 1s the better 
and.more precious Part, we ought to love it 
beſt. For if the Soul be ſafe in Paradiſe, the 
Body is ſafe enough; for in that Caſe, tho' 
it be laid in the Ground to rot, and become 
Meat for Worms, or turn into Duſt, yet it 


received together, with the Soul, into the 
Joys of Heaven. — But if the Seul be loſt, 
the Body will periſh too, and be caſt anto 
Hell along with it, at the great Day of Judg- 
ment.—-It, therefore, a Man /oves his Saud, 


himſelf as he ought to do; — for in ſo doing, 
he ſecures eternal Happineſs both to his Soul 
ſatisfy the Deſires of that worſe Part, he can- 


{ov doing, he ruins both for ever, 
- 5 Suppoſe 


plainly to your Underſtandings, that every 


ſthall riſe again at the laſt Day, and then be 


ſo as to take due Care of it, he certainly loves 


and Body.—But if he loves his Body better 
than his Soul, and runs into Wickedneſs to 


not be ſaid to love himſelf truly, becauſe, by 


T9) | 
. Suppoſe aan Thould break open a Houſe, 
or rob upon the High Road, fooliſh People 
might think he loved himſelf, becauſe he 


could make merfy, and enjoy himſelf, as he 


fooliſhly calls it, with the Money.— But ſup- 
poſe this Man ſhould be taken up, and con- 


demned to be hanged for what he had done; 


pray, would not the ſillieſt of you be ready 
enough to ſay, that if he had any true Love 
for himſelf, he would have taken Care not to 
come to that ſhameful, untimely End? This 
is exactly the Caſe of Sin againſt Go p, only 
with this Difference, that a Robber or Mur- 
derer may have a Chance of eſcaping the 
Hands of Men; — but no Sinner can eſcape 
the Hand of G op. 
ſhould have all Sorts of Pleaſure at Command, 
while he lived in this World, denying him- 
ſelf nothing that his Heart wiſhed for, but 
living in Mirth and Jollity all his Days, and, 
for want of minding his Soul, ſhould, at his 
Death, be ſhut out of Heaven; ; ſurely any 
one, that hath the leaſt Underſtanding, or 
common Senfe, mult fay, that ſuch a one, 
after all the Pains he took to pleaſe his Body, 
never had any true Love for himſelf, or he 


would have taken ſome Heed that he might 


not come to ſuch a dreadful Enp. 

Do you, therefore, my Brethren, bear this 
in Mind, and take Heed, that whatever be- 

comes of your Bodies here, be ſure that your 

Souls be taken Care of; and then, you will 

indeed love yourſelves as you ought to do. 
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to yourſelves, is, — o take Cart of Joue Souls, 
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you owe 


And in order to this, 


1. Strive to come to the Knowledge of GOD, 


and to learn your Duty to Him; —for this is 
beyond all other Knowledge. And in- 
deed, he that knows juſt as much as will 
help to carry him to Heaven, knows as much 
as the wiſeſt Man upon Earth need know. 


Whereas, if a Man had more Learning than 


the whole Nation he lived in beſides, and was 


ever ſo much admired for his Wiſdom among 


Men, yet if he neglected the true Knowledge, 
and loſt Heaven with all his Learning, he 


would prove to be a very Fool. Come, 


therefore, to Church, as often as you can, 
for in this Place you are moſt likely to learn 
this heavenly Knowledge. If you hear any 


Thing that you do not underſtand, and want 
to be informed, come to me, when you have 


Opportunity, and you know I am always rea- 


ey and glad ro inſtruct you. Inquire of your 


Fellow-Servants, that you think know better, 
and talk much and often with them about the 
Means of getting to Heaven. When you 
cannot come to Church, aſk thoſe that have 
been there, what good Advice they have 
heard, and put them upon remembring it to 


their own Benefit, by telling it to you. — Beg 


of your Maſters and Mz iftreſſes, or your Over- 
feers, to teach you to ſay your Prayers, to 


iaſtruct you in the Catechiſm, and to. ſhew 
you, how you ought to ſerve G o. — If you 


3 Want 
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want a Meal Meat, or any Piece of Cloath- 
ing, you can readily aſk them; —and 


not for what is far better, and will coſt them 
leſs, I mean, for Nouriſhmens and Qamfort 


to your Souls? 


Often fall down upon your Knees before 
Almighty Go p, and pray to him, that he 


will ſend you the Means of Inſtruction, and 


open your Underſtandings, that you may 
chuſe what is right and good: And be ſure, 
when G'op puts good Opportunities in your 
Way, that you make a right Uſe of them, 
and let nothing ſlip you, which may be uſeful 
to your Souls, and help you on towards eter- 
nal Happineſs. 

2. Make à good Uſe of your Leiſure Time. 
You will ſay, perhaps, that you have very 
httle of it.— Well, if you have the leſs, Gop 
will require the leſs of you ;—but he expects 
that you ſhould make a good Uſe of that little, 
If the Peek Days afford you very little Lei- 
ſure, the SunDarYs, at leaſt, are your own in 
a great Meaſure. Almighty G 0D, in his 


great Wiſdom and Goodneſs, hath given one 
Day in ſeven to you for your Comfort and 


Refreſhment, and for ſerving him in, and 
learning your Duty, —and it is confirmed to 
you by the Laws of the Country; — ſo that no 
Maſter or Miſtreſs can take it from you (un- 
leſs in a Caſe of abſolute Neceſſity) without 
offending againſt the Laws of Gop and Man. 
—_ ſure, you cannot ſay, you want Lei- 
ure. | 


In 
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In all the Obſervations I hive made 
- Mankind, I have generally found, that When 
they complained of want of Leiſure, they 


commonly meant, they had not as much 
Time to themſelves as they could wiſh for, to 
throw away in /dlezneſs and Diverſion, or in 
Purſuit of their ſinful Pleaſures.— And this, 
I am afraid, is your Caſe. For I have re- 


marked to you before, how abominably you 


ſpend your leiſure Time; and inſtead of doing 
Good to each other, and encouraging one 
another to do your Duty, and behave like 
Chriſtians, you rather tempt, provoke, and 
intice each other to Sin, and waſte the 
little Time Go» ſpares you, for ſerving and 
honouring Him, in the Service and Work of 
his, and your own greateſt Enemy, the De- 
vil; - for whenever you are doing wickedly, 
you are ſerving that grand Deſtroyer. — Take 
Care then, and lay out your leiſure Time to 
better Purpoſe for the future; and though 
you had much leſs than you really have, yet, 
by a good Uſe of it, you may have Time 
enough to ſave your Souls, and you really 
want no more. 
3. Strive by all Means to get into G O D's 

Favour :—for that is the only Way to true 
Happineſs.— Remember what I told you 


before, that GO D loves none but thoſe that 


are good, and Hates none but thoſe that are 
wic fed. Endeavour therefore, to be good, 
that G Op may love you, and keep you from 
doing what is evil, for fear he ſnould hate — 
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ou may be certain of getting 


— And that 


into Gop's Favour, remember what I now 


tell you, that you mult firſt put away all Sin 


and Wickedneſs before he will hearken to 
| you, or look upon you; —and the Way to 


do this, is by Repentance and Amendment. 
— You mult firſt repent, and put away Evil 


from your Heart and Aﬀetions by a true Sor- 


row for your paſt Offences, by forſaking thoſe 
Sins which you know have made you hateful 
to Gop, and by reſolving fully and ſincerely, 
by his Help, never to do the like again: then 
falling upon your Knees, and begging his 
Pardon for what you have done amiſs, make 

ſincere Promiſes to him of your Amendment 


for the future, praying for his Grace and 


Bleſſing upon your Endeavours to ſerve him. 
— And then ſtrive to put away ihe Evil from 
your Actions, by labouring to keep from what 
is bad, and to do what you know is right 
and good. This Method cannot fail of pro- 
curing you the Favour of GoD, which is of 
more Worth than the Poſſeſſion of the whole 
World without it. | 


4. Be Sober and Temperate, Chaſte and 


| Modeſt; for theſe are Duties you owe to your 


own Bodies, as well as to your Souls. You 


are all of you too fond of ſtrong Liquors, 
and often abuſe yourſelves ſhamefully with 


them, when you can get at them either by Per- 
miſſion or Stealth.—If you could but ſee 
yourſelves in a drunken Condition, and be 
ſenſible how ſtupid, ſottiſn, and beaftly you 

3 | are: 
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are: If you would but remember what il 
ways follows it, as Sickneſs, and Loathing ef 
the Stomach, Aking of the Head, Heavineſs 
and Bablenels of the Limbs, and above all, 
what Wickedneſs itcauſes you to commit, you 
would ſurely hate it, and yourſelves, for being 


overcome by it. For it is a ſad and melan- 


cholly Truth, that when a Man is in Liquor, 
he is then a fit Inſtrument for the Devil to 
work upon, and ready to do any ill Thing 
that offers. Chaſtity and Modeſty are Things 
which ſome of you know little of as yet, tho? 
well enough acquainted with the oppoſite Vi- 
ces of Whoring, and filthy Diſcourſe and Be- 


haviour.— Theſe two great Sins of Drinking 


and W horing bring many of you into the moſt 
wretched Circumſtances. And, 'indeed, 


when Drink hath taken away the Senſes, and 
Lewdneſs hath taken away all Shame, it is 
hard to ſay, what other Wickedneſs People 


will not be guilty of....I rejoice indeed, to 
fee you growing more regular, and honeſtly 
joining in Marriage; —and whatever fooliſh 
Jeſting there may be at your being aſked in 
Church, whatever thoughtleſs Objection may 


| be made by ſilly, proud People, at your be- 


ing treated like Chriſtians, and your Banns 
publiſhed, and you and your Children bap- 
tized at the ſame Time, and in the fame Man- 
ner, with White People, be aſſured, that I 
will ſtand firmly your Friend, and, by the 


Bleſſing of Almighty Goo, whoſe Servant 
_ Minſter I am, will give you all the En- 


couragement 


we * 1 ” 
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eouragement to be good, and ſhew you the 


ſame Favour, in the Diſcharge of my Office, 
that I would to any other Chriſtian whatever, 
let their Colour or Rank in the World be what 
it will. Oh, my Brethren, that you would 
grow the better for it, and make a good Uſe of 
theſe Opportunities and Favours which are ſet 
before you! That you would grow more pi- 
ous towards GOD, more juſt and honeſt to your 
Maſters and Miſtreſſes, more careful of Your- 
ſelves and your Fellow-Servants, more ſober 
and temperate, more chaſte and modeſt, more 
humble and obliging ; — and, by amending 
your Lives, get the Favour of Gop and Man, 
and take away that ſad Reproach, that your 
being baptized only makes you more proud and 
ſaucy; — for that was the common Objection 
T heard, againſt ſuffering you to become Chriſ- 
tians, when I firſt came among you. l do, in- 
deed, hope, that this Objection is, in a great 
Meaſure, removed, and ſome Difference has 
been found in many of you for the better, 
ſince you came to be Chriſtians :—And I am 
the more inclined to believe ſo, from feeing 
you grow fonder of coming to Church, and 
behaving decently init, as well as from the 
Readineſs of your Owners to ſend ſuch Num- 
bers of you here to receive Inſtruction, as are 
now preſent...I have told you before, how 
greatly it concerns you to take Care of your 
Souls; the only certain Way of doing this, 
1s by becoming Chriſtians, and learning how 
to ſerve GoD as you ought to do;—And it 
ONCE 
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ence your Maſters and Miſtreſſes find yon 


grow the better for being baptized and taught 


your Duty, they will, for their own Sakes, 


take more Care about it, and ſtrive to put 
you in the Way of eternal Salvation. — 80 
that if you love your Selves, —if you love your 
Fellow-Servants,—if you le your Children, 
and would have them to be happy, you will 
think it your greateſt Intereſt to ſhew by your 
Behaviour, that the ſureſt Way to make you 
good Servants, is to make you good Chriſ- 


tians. 
I ſhall make an End of what I propoſed to 
w concerning your Duty to Go p, to your 
a 


ſters, to your Fellow-Servants and others, 


and to Yourſelves, by giving you a few need- 
ful CauTions, —And, 


Firſt, Take Care not to be deceived with 
a fooliſh Notion, that being baptized, and 
coming ſometimes to Church, will be ſufficient ts 


bring you to Heaven. For you cannot poſſibly 


fall into a worſe Miſtake. 


I am afraid, there are too many in the 
World, of all Sorts, who thus deceive them- 


ſelves, to the great Hazard of their immor- 


tal Souls. But remember what I now tell 
you, that our bleſſed Saviour will own none 
to be his at the laſt Day, but ſuch as have 
faithfully and honeſtly endeavoured to do 


what he hath commanded. We are called 


Chriſtians after the Name of CHRISTH, and be- 


cauſe we profeſs ourſelves to be his Servants 


and Dilciples:—But ſurely, we cannot _ 
that 
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that He ſhould pay us Wages, and provide 
for us in Heaven, as belonging to his Family, 
unleſs we do his Work,..Nay, he hath de- 
clared in plain Terms, that * not every one 
that calleth him Lord, Lord, ſball enter into the. 
, Kingdom of Heaven, but not only ſuch as ſhall 
do the Will of his heavenly Father... You ſee 
then, that there is a great Difference between 
a Chriſtian in Name, and a Chriſtian in Deed; 
| —ſo great a Difference, that none but thoſe 
who are Chriſtians i Deed ſhall be received 
into Heaven; while all ſuch as pretend to be- 
lieve in Chriſt, and, at the ſame Time, neg- 
+ le& his Service, and do wickedly, ſhall be 
ſhut out of Heaven, and have their Portion 
with the Devil and his Angels. Our 
bleſſed Saviour, ſpeaking of the dreadful. 
Day of Judgment, when all Mankind, both 
the Living and the Dead, ſhall ſtand before 
him to receive the Reward of their Deeds, 
makes uſe of theſe very Words, T Many 
will ſay unto me in that Day, Lord, Lord, 
have we not propheſied in thy Name? and in 
thy Name have caſt out Devils? and in thy Name 
have done many wonderful Works *— And then 
vill I profeſs unto them, I never knew you; de- 
part from me, ye that work Iniquity, If 
therefore, you would be Chriſtians indeed, 
you muſt remember that Baptiſm is no more 
than the Eatrance into Chriſtianity, the Gate 
which opens into the Road towards Heaven, 
ſo that when you are baptized, you are my 
Ju 


* Matt, vii. 21, + Matt. vii, 22, 23. 
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juſt put into the Way, and if you ſtop there, 
you will ſtill be as far from eternal Happineſs 
as when you firſt ſet out: And you cannot 


ſurely hope to reach Heaven, unleſs you puſh 


forward, and ſtrive to get nearer and nearer, 


by growing better and better.—.If, beſides 
what hath been ſaid, you will but conſider, 
that every good Thing we do is making a 
Step farther towards Gop, and that every 
wilful Sin we commit, carries us a Degree far- 
ther towards Hell than we were before, you 
will eaſily underſtand how People may be 


baptized, and go often to Church, and call 


themſelves Chriſtians as long as they live, yet, 
if they never take Care to do what they pro- 


miſed in Baptiſm, —if they ſeldom or never 


mind what they hear in Church, —or if, in- 
ſtead of behaving like Chriſtians, and ſerving 


Gop, they work Wickedneſs, and follow 


their own evil Inclinations.— You will, I ſay, 
eaſily fee, how ſuch People, notwithſtand- 
ing the Chriſtianity they profeſs, and pretend 


to, will be ſo far from gaining Heaven, that 


our Saviour aſſures us, they ſhall loſe their 


bon Souls, and be ruined and undone for 


ever. N 

2. Take good Heed, that you be not drawn 
aſide by the evil Example or Counſel of others, 
or that you do not deceive yourſebves, by thinking 
that you are ſafe enough while you do no worſe 


than ſome, that ought to know better than your- g 


fel ves. 
. | | It 
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It is a very fad and melancholly Truth, 
that the World every where abounds with bad 
Examples, and that where one Perſon ſtrives 


to do his Duty to the beſt of his Knowledge, 
there are ten who ſin with their Eyes open, 


and do Things which their own Conſciences 
tell them are wrong. I have juſt now ſhewn 
you, how to know a true Chriſtian from one 


that is only a Chriſtian in Name. — Whenever, 


therefore, you ſee-any one doing wicked 


Things, or behaving diſorderly, take no Ex- 


ample by him, he is going the wrong Way 


himſelf, and it is not fit for you to follow him, 
except you have a Mind to deſtroy yourſelf, 


and be undone for ever. — The white People, 
who are bred up in the Profeſſion of Chriſti- 
anity from their Cradles, and have better 
Education and Opportunities than you can 


pretend to, ought to know better; but, I 
am ſorry to ſay it, there are many of them, 


whoſe Examples would be very dangerous 
ones for you to follow: — I pray, Gop grant 
them more Conſideration, and a due Senſe of 
their own ſad Condition; and that you may 


have the Underſtanding to perceive the Evil 


of their Ways, and Grace to avoid n ſuch 
Things. 

3. Take Care that you do not fret or mur- 
mur, grumble or repine, at your Condition; 
for this will not only make your own Life un- 
eaſy, but will greatly offend Almighty Gop. 
— Conſider, that it is not yourſelves, —it 18 
not the * you n to, it is not _ 
that 


! 
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that have brought you to it ;—but it is the 


Will of Gop, who hath, by his Providence, 


made you Servants, becauſe, no Doubt, he 
knew that Condition would be beſt for you 
in this World, and help you the better towards 
Heaven, if you would but do your Duty in 
it. So that any Diſcontent at your not be- 
ing free, or rich, or great, as you ſee ſome 
others, 1s quarelling with your heavenly Maſ- 
ter, and finding Fault with GoD himſelf, 
who hath made you what you are, and hath 
promiſed you as large a Share in the Kingdom 
of Heaven as the greateſt Man alive, if you 


will but behave yourſelves aright, and do the 


Buſineſs he hath fet you about in the World 
honeſtly and chearfully. Riches and Power 
have proved the Ruin of many an unhappy 


Soul, by drawing away the Heart and A ffec- 


tions from Gov, and fixing them upon mean 


and ſinful] Enjoyments ;z—fo that when Gov, 


who knows our Hearts better than we know 
them ourſelves, ſees that they would be hurt- 
ful to us, and therefore keeps them from us, 
it is the greateſt Mercy and Kindneſs he 
could ſhew to us.— You may perhaps fancy, 
that if you had Richesand Freedom, you could 
do your Duty to GoDp and Man with greater 
Pleaſure than yot can do now: But pray con- 
ſider, that if you can but ſave your Souls, 


through the Mercy of Go p, you will have 


ſpent your Time to the beſt of Purpoſes in 


this World; — and he that at the laſt can get 


to Heaven, has periormed a noble Journey, 
let 


le 
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let the Road be ever ſo rugged or difficult. 


S Beſides, you really have a great Advantage 


over moſt White People, who have not only 


the Care of their daily Labour upon their 
Hands; but the Care of looking forward, 


and providing Neceſſaries for the Morrow 
and next Day, and of cloathing and bringing 


up their Children, and of getting Food and . 


Raiment for as many of you as belong to their 
Families, which often puts them to great 


'Pifficulties, and diſtracts their Minds, ſo as 


to break their Reſt, and take off their 
Thoughts from the Affairs of another World: 
— W hereas you are quite caſed from all theſe 
Cares, and have nothing but your daily La- 


bour to look after, and when that is done, to 


take your needful Reſt.—Neither is it neceſ- 


ſary for you to think of laying up any Thing 


againſt Old Age, as bite People are obliged 
to do; — for the Laws of the Country have 
provided that you ſhall not be turned off when 
you are paſt your Labour, but ſhall be main- 
tained, while you live, by thoſe you belong to, 
whether you are able to work or not. And 
theſe are great and real Advantages, for which, 
if you conſider Things rightly, you cannot 
but thank Almighty G op, who hath ſo wiſe- 


ly provided for your well-being Here, and 
your eternal Happineſs hereafter. There is 


only one Circumſtance which may appear 
Grievous, that I ſhall now take Notice of, 
and that is CORRECTION, — Now, when Cor- 
rection is given you, you either deſerve it, or 


do 
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do not deſerve it. —But at you really 
deſerve it or not, it is your Duty, and Al- 
mighty Go requires, that you bear it pa- 
tiently._.You may, perhaps, think that this 
as hard Doctrine, but if you conſider it right, 
you muſt needs think otherwiſe of it. Sup- 
Pole then, that you deſerve Correction, you 
cannot but ſay, that it is juſt and right you 
ſhould meet with it. Suppoſe you do not, 
or at leaſt, you do not deſerve ſo much, 
or ſo ſevere a Correction for the Fault you 
have committed, you perhaps, have eſcap- 
ed a great many more, and are at laſt paid 
for all. Or ſuppoſe you are quite inno- 
cent of what is laid to your Charge, and ſuf- 
fer wrongfully in that particular Thing, is it 
not poſſible that you may have done ſome 
other bad Thing, that never was diſcovered; 
and that Almighty Gop, who ſaw you do- 
ing it, would not let you eſcape without Pu- 
niſhment one Time or another? And ought 
you not, in ſuch a Cafe, to give the Glory 
to Him, and be thankful that he would rather 
puniſh you in this Life for your Wickedneſs, 
than deſtroy your Souls for it in the next Life? 
— But ſuppoſing that even this was not the 
Caſe, (a Caſe hardly to be imagined) and that 
you have by no Means, known or unknown, 
deſerved the Correction you ſuffered, there is 
this great Comfort in it, that if you bear it J 
patiently, and leave your Cauſe in the Hands 
of Gop, he will reward you for it in Heaven, 
and the Puniſhment you ſuffer unjuſtly here, 
tall turn to your exceeding great Glory here- 
after. — That 
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ou may not think I deceive you, 1 
vil ane vs to de Words of 1 Peter, to 
this v e. Servants, be ſubjeft to 

Your. Ata, ub all Fear, not only to the good 
_ gentle, but alſo to the froward. For this is 
thank worthy, if a Man, for Conſcience towards 
GOD, endure Grief, ſuffering wrongfully. For 
what Glory is it, if, when ye be buffetted for 
your Faults, ye do take it patiently: 7 


when ye do well, and ſuffer for it, ye take 
patiently, this is acceptable unto GO D.—_And 


this the Apoſtle recommends, from the Ex- 
ample of our Saviour himſelf, in theſe Words; 
— Becauſe Chriſt alſo fu Fered for us, leaving us 


an Example that wwe ſhould follow bis Steps: 
Who did no Sin, neither was Guile found i in. his 


Mouth: Who, when be was reviled, reviled 
not again; when he ſuffered, he threatned not, 
but committed himſelf to him that judgeth right- 
eouſly..l could indeed, . heartily wiſh, for 


| your Sakes, and the Sake of your precious 


Souls, that this were oftener your Caſe than 
it is. But your own Conſciences muſt tell 


vou, that moſt of you do many more bad 


Things, than you are corrected forz;—and 


that many Times, when the Fault itſelf is 


not ſo great, your Stubbornneſs, and ſaucy 
Tongues, provoke your Owners to puniſh you 
more ſeverely than they would willingly do: 


All which, I would deſire you ſeriouſly to 


conſider, and for your Eaſe and Comfort in 


® 1 Pet. ii. 18, 19, c. 
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this World, as well as what in 
by it in the next, to mend c dle Lins 
your Owners are angry at, and not to be 
Jo fooliſh as to give them freth Provocation 
to uſe you ſeverely, for running into the ſame 


Sort of 1dlneſs, Saucineſs, or Widkedneſs, for 
which you ſuffered before. 


4. Laſtly, Take Heed that you 40 101 neg- 


lelt or 4000 the good Iuſtruction or Advice you 

may meet "with, Bere or elſeubere.—It is the 
great Mercy of Go p to you, that you can 
have it, and you ought to ſhew yourſelves 


truly thankful to him for it, by behaving ac- 
cordingly,—Almighty Gor does nothing 


in vain ;—and whatever Direction you meet 
with, which points out the Way to Goodneſs, 


and by that to Heaven, is ordered fo by his 
Providence. Depend upon it, he hath not 
placed me here, and put it into my Heart to 


f preach to you this Day, without a kind In- 
_rention for your Good: — And if you flight 
it, or take no Notice of what I fay, it will 


be ſtrictly charged to your Account at the laſt 
oreat Day, and not one Word of what you 


have heard and underſtood, ſhall fall to the 
Ground ;—but if it be not laid up in your Me- 
mories, if you do not honeftHy'ftrive to do it, 
what I have been faying to you will riſe up in 
Judgment againſt you, and witneſs, that you 
did not want the Knowledge, but only the 
Mill to do your Duty.—I hope, however, 


by God's Bleſſing, that you will not only 
1 hear, 
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dear, but endeavour to do What I ſay, which 


would be a Matter of the greateſt Joy and 


Comfort to me. For I ſpeak. the Truth in 
Chriſt Jeſus, I have that Love for your Souls, 
that I ſhall never think any Pains. or Labour 
of mine too greats” to ſerve you in what con- 
cerns your eternal Salvation, _And to that 


End, Tam reſolved, by Gop's Aſſiſtance, 
as long as. it ſhall pleaſe him to grant me Life 


and Strength among, you, to preach particu- 
larly to you, my Black Brethren and Siſters, 
at leaſt four Times in the Lear: And may 
his all- powerful Bleſſing attend the Work. 


| T have thus endeavoured to lay before you 


the chief Articles of your Duty, many of 


which, do indeed concern others, as well as 
you, and of which, I hope, they and you 


will take due Notice. But leſt you ſhould 
think that this Duty is heavy, and hard to 


be performed by ſuch poor, weak, frail Crea- 


_ tures, —_— to Temptations, and inclined to 


Sin and Wickedneſs as we are, — 1 muſt. tell 
you, that though of ourſelves we cannot do 
theſe Things as we ought, yet, if we ſtrive 
to the beſt of our Knowledge and Power, and 
look up to Go p and pray to him for Grace, 
he hath promiſed to give us the Help of his 
Holy Spirit, to cleanſe our Hearts, to lead 
us into all Truth, and to enable us to perform 
our Duty as we ought to do.— And as this is 
the greateſt Comfort a Chriſtian can have, to 
D 2 


. know, 
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know, that if he aſks for it in Prayer, he mal! 


have the Aſſiſtance of the Holy Spirit of 
G op, to guide him in the Way to Heaven, 
and help him to get the better of the Temp- 
tations which the World, the Fleſh, or the - 
Devil ſhall throw in his Way ;—ſo this Holy 
Spirit is called the CoMroR ER, and, as ſuch, 
was promiſed by our Saviour to his Diſciples, 
and to all true Chriſtians, as the'beſt and moſt 
precious Gift he could beſtow upon them, af- 
ter he was taken up into Heaven; —whither 
he is gone before, to prepare Places for all 
his faithful Servants in Heaven. A Reward, 
which every good Chriſtian ſhall receive from 


hi im, whether, he be Bond or Free. 5 


This leads us to the Conſideration of this 
laſt Point, ee to be as before you, 


and that! is, 


III. What Kind 407 Reward y you may 5 expe? 70 
receive from Him. 
And upon this Head 1 mall ſay the leſs, 
becauſe it is beyond all Deſcription :—for Eye 
bath * not feen, nor Ear heard, neither have en- 
tered into the Heart of Man, "the Things which 
G OD hath prepared for them that love him. — 
If you are deſirous of Reft, the Holy Spirit of 
GoD hath declared by a Voice from Heaven, 
chat thoſe who die in the Lord, that is, _ 
Wno 


* 
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who by ſerving him here, do die in his Fa- 
vour, are bleſſed, for they have Reſt ng i 
Labours. If you deſire Freedom, ſer ve 
the Lord here, and you ſhall be his Freemen 
in Heaven hereafter.— For he that is called in 
the Lord, though he be a Servant, is the Lord's 
Freeman; while, at the ſame Time, he who 
is called, being Free, is ſtill Chriſt's Ser- 
van. If you deſire Riches, Chriſt hath 
Yrovided an Iuberitance in the Kingdom of 
eaven, for the Reward of his faithful Ser- 
vants;—and that ſhall laſt for ever, and can- 
not be taken from you... The Riches that he 
will beſtow upon you, are not like the Riches 
of this World, which the Moth and the Ruſt 
can eat through, or which Thieves can ſteal 
away from yo; out he beſtows upon his 
Servants Treaſures in Heaven, which no 
Waſte or Corruption can reach, and which will 
be ſecured to you to all Eternity. If you love 
Honour and Reſpect, and to appear in the beſt 
of Company, you need but do your Duty here, 
and you ſhall be cloathed with ſhining Robes 
in Heaven,. ſhall have a Crown of Glory 
brighter than the Sun beſtowed upon you, 
and ſhall be received into the Company of 
Go p's higheſt Favourites, his Angels and 
Saints made perfect for evermore._.Nay, you 
ſhall enjoy the Company of our bleſſed Savi- 
our, of Almighty G op himſelf, and ſtand 
around his Throne, and rejoice in his —_ 
tor 


91 Cor. vii. 22, 
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for ever. And if you love Pleaſure, in ke 
Prqence I is Fulneſs. of Tay, and at bis Right, 
Hand are Pleaſures. for evermore, — Are 
theſe, my Brethren and.Siſters,. Pleaſures, worth, 
ſeeking ee ages not theſe Privileges, this; 
Freedom, and theſe Poſſe//zons,, of far more 
Value than Thouſands of Worlds like this 
we live in, which we muſt all leave in a ſhort 
Time, and cannot carry with us into another 
Life? And can you. ever ſufficiently admire, 
the Goodneſs of Go p, or ever be thankful 
enough to him for his loving Kindneſs, who 
hath ſet theſe Glories, and theſe Enjoy ments, 
as much within the Reach of the. hue Slave 
among you, as of the greateſt! 1 — alive. 


— For it is not worldly Riches, it is not Power 


and big h Station, that can purchaſe. theſe heaven 
ly Poſſeflions They are only to be gained 
by Goodneſs and ſerving of GO D;—and the 
meaneſt of you can be goed, and can ſerve 
GOD as much as the richeſt of your Maſters 
here below; and, by that Means, may adorn 


the Doctrine of the Land your GOD in all Things, 
and bring more Honour to Chriſt, than many 


of higher Rank and Condition, who are not 
fo careful of their Souls as you may be. And 
O conſider, what a joyful Thing it muſt be, 
for any of you, in your dying Hour, to have 

our Conſcience free from Offence, and to 


lee your bleſſed Saviour, with his Arms 


ſtretched out, ready to receive you when 
your 
P. xvi. 11. 
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your Breath leaves the Body; And faying, 
Well * done, thou good and faithful Servant, — 


thou haſt been faithfal ever a few Things, Taub 
make thee Ruler over many T. * Emer thats 


into the Foy of thy Lord, 


Matt. xxv. 21. 
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